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 THE ANCIENT OF DAYS ( Ilustration by William Blake for his poetic work "Europe", 

1794) ; Relief etching with watercolor, 23.3 x 16.8 cm; British Museum, London  

 

 O ALMIGHTY GOD, help us to put away all bitterness and wrath and 

evil-speaking, with all malice. May we possess our soul in patience, 

however, we are tempted and provoked, and not be overcome with evil, 

but overcome evil with good. Enable us, O God of patience, to bear 

one another's burdens, and to forbear one another in love. 

 

Oh, teach and help us all to live in peace with all men and walking 

in love, as Christ loved us, of whom let us learn such meekness and 

lowliness of heart that in Him we may find rest for our souls. 

Subdue all bitter resentments in our minds, and let the law of 

kindness be in our tongues, and a meek and quiet spirit in all our 

lives. 

Make us so gentle and peaceable that we may be followers of Thee as 

dear children, that Thou, the God of peace, mayest dwell with us 

forevermore - Amen. 

-Benjamin Jenks (1646-1724) 
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Modified version of the Rosicrucian emblem in cupola of the Healing Department Chapel, Mt Ecclesia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Truth, like a golden thread, binds together all the religions that 

have been given to the world, making of them a crystal rosary 

through which shines the eternal White Light of the Cosmic 

Christ." 

- Corinne Heline 
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EDITORIAL  

 

The Mystery of the Summer Solstice 
 

The Summer Solstice is to the esoteric Christian a Festival of the Ascension of the Christ. 

The joy of the cosmic Ascension sets its impress of ineffable loveliness upon the whole 

earth, with each tree, each shrub, each plant, crowned in glory; while Angels chant and 

fairies frolic in a perfect abandon of delight. 

 

 
  "Sermon on the Mount" 

Fresco, Fra Angelico (1387-1455), Museo di San Marco, Florence 
 

 

THERE IS A PLANETARY entity which is built by the thoughts and deeds of 

humanity. As man finds the path of redemption through chastity, the body of Earth is 

correspondingly purified and refined. The Earthôs ultimate destiny is to become a ball of 

light floating in a sea of golden ether. The ñredemptionò of the Earth, its future status, 

position, and function, constitutes part of the work belonging to the exalted ninth degree 

of the Lesser Mysteries. This degree is celebrated on Midwinter and Midsummer nights; 

in fact, it is not possible to observe the celebration at any other time. The solstice marks 

the time when the Earthôs vibration is highest and when the cosmic rays of the Christ 

Life are either entering or being withdrawn from itðthe former occurring at the Winter 

Solstice and the latter at the Summer Solstice. 

 

Christ, the Grand Hierophant of these Mysteries, after having called the Twelve, gave 

His Mysteries on Midsummer Day as the foundation work of the New Age religion, the 

fragments of which were gathered together in the Sermon on the Mount. The Great 

Work was permeated with the spirit of love, unity, and harmony which emanates from 
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the home world of the Christ. Consequently to such as have not touched the Christ 

world of unified consciousness, the Sermon on the Mount seems illogical, sentimental, 

and impractical. But to such as have contacted the Christ realm it strikes the very 

keynote of the true Christian dispensation. 

 

And seeing the multitude, he went up into a mountain; and when he was set, his 

disciples came unto him; and he opened his mouth and taught them.ðMatthew 5:1-2 

 

ñHe went up into a mountain.ò This was the mountain of spiritual consciousness, the 

inner planes where are located all the Mystery Temples. Churches, schools, study 

groupsðorganizations of any kind on the physical planeðare but preparatory agencies 

which aim to fit disciples for entry into the deeper spiritual work. The spiritual work 

itself, however, lies beyond their scope. No man becomes an Initiate by merely joining 

this or that body; but when he has prepared himself properly an esoteric teacher or 

emissary from a Mystery Temple approaches him. At this point he may be said to have 

ñgraduatedò from the preparatory agency. 

 

He is not yet an Initiate though he has been called out by his esoteric teacher; he has, so 

to speak, matriculated in the University of Spirit where the course of work occupies 

thousands of years and uncounted lifetimes. Through continued work he eventually 

qualifies for Initiation. 

 

In the Christ story this is the time when the disciple follows the Master up into the 

mountain. The body is no longer a prison house. He is free to work with the Christ on 

the inner planes, as a younger brother may work with an elder one who instructs him 

and supervises his labors. Such inner-plane work given to pioneers of one age becomes 

the established religion for the masses of the succeeding age. Thus, through spiritual 

evolution or progression, God is constantly revealing wider and larger vistas of His plan 

for the ultimate destiny of man. 

 

All of the most important works of the Master bear both an inner and an outer 

significance. The masses were not ready for the inner meanings of the Sermon on the 

Mount; they are not even now able to receive it with the heart. Only intellectually does 

the twentieth century man accede to its precepts.  

 

ðCorinne Heline 

From RAYS FROM THE ROSE CROSS, May-June, 2001. 

 

 

 

Note: In the  south hemisphere the seasons and Christian Festivals are reversed. It is the astronomical 
aspects of the seasons which are important in the Mysteries, not where one may be located on the 
planet. 
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FUNDAMENTALS  

 

Rosicrucian Fellowship 
 - Purposes, Aims, and Activities 

 

 
 

  

The Rosicrucian Fellowship is a Christian organization composed of men and women 

who are students of the Rosicrucian Philosophy as presented in The Rosicrucian 

Cosmo-Conception. This philosophy is known as the Western Wisdom Teaching and 

establishes a meeting-ground for science and religion. Its students are located 

throughout the world; but their International Headquarters is located at Oceanside, 

California, USA.  

The Rosicrucian Fellowship has no connection with any other organization. It was 

launched during the late summer and autumn of 1909, after a course of lectures in 

Seattle by Mr. Max Heindel. A study center was formed and the Headquarters were 

temporarily located in that city. Arrangements were also made for publishing The 

Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception. With the issue of this work by the Rosicrucian 

Fellowship, the Association was definitely started. 

The General Work of 

The Rosicrucian Fellowship 

The work of the Fellowship is to preach the gospel (of the coming Aquarian Age) and 

heal the sick. This is achieved by making the Western Wisdom Teaching available to all 

who are ready to receive it and by conducting a Healing Department which emphasizes 

spiritual healing along with principles of right living. The work of the Fellowship is 

done through the efforts of its entire membership assisted by Headquarters. Many 

friends in the world work through Centers which hold classes in the Philosophy and in 

spiritual astrology, the study and teaching of which is an integral part of the work of the 

Fellowship.  

Rosicrucian Fellowship - International Headquarters 

2222 Mission Avenue, Oceanside, CA 92058, USA 

(760) 757 - 6600 

(760) 721 - 3806 (fax) 

rf@rosicrucian.com 

mailto:rf@rosicrucian.com
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The Rosicrucian 
F. B. Leyns  

 
 

 

Thus in a vision the picture  
ñ a grave and stately man  

From ancient precepts expounding  

as only a Master can.  
 

A sheltered, cryptic temple,  

in a land where thought roots deep,  
And I seemed to be hearing wo rds like 

these:  

òMay your heart this lesson keep!ó  

Death and Birth are but portals,  
then why fear the reaper s blade?  
 
The rose full blown in the sunshine  

is the fruit of the work with the spade,  
The way of the wind through the forest  

in ripples of living green  

Is a type, so the Master has told us,  
of the Way of the Spirit unseen.  

 

òArt thou a Master of Israel?  
and knowest not these things?ó  

 

Re-birth, after Regeneration ñ  

how a new embodiment brings,  
A spotless page in a purer age  

for the record of better deeds,  

And a Form of finer adjustment  
for compassing greater needs.  

 

When Azrael s summons call s thee,  
dost all earth s wisdom know?  
Shall one brief span evolve òSuperman?ó  
The mills of God grind slow,  

And grind to exceeding fineness.  

 

 

He will show thee in pictures bright,  
Thy life ñand ătwere rare if here or there  

some matters come not to si ght,  

And the Voice of the great Teacher 
whisper,  

òThis task must be done aright.ó  

 

When we ve scanned to the end of that 

record,  
a debtor with judgment confessed  
We shall rest, then a holy ambition  

will bring us again to the test.  

 
Shall a Crown be acquired lightly?  

Is the Rose without thorns on the Cross?  

Shall we gain without effort Perfection  
as the tombstone gathers moss?  

Immortality? Aye! but conditioned  

on good work, square work, and true,  

Just such work as is needed  
for building the Tem ple anew.  

 

Our task on earth is to gather  
the fuel for that sacred Flame  

That shall bear the Soul through the 

ages  
when the body is but a name.  

 

There are legends of Christian Mystics,  
who have seen the pathway clear,  

And returned like the spies fro m Canaan  

with prophetic light and cheer.  

The Lamp on the cloistered altar  
is a living light, and today  

There are those who are able and willing  

to show to the Seeker the Way.  

The author, F. B. Leyns , 33rd degree in the Oriental Consistory , dedicates  this poem 

by permission to the Rosicrucian Fellowship.  
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Keynotes of Max Heindelôs Teachings 
 

 

 
MAX HEINDEL STATED that ñThe Rosicrucian Fellowship has been charged by the 

Elder Brothers with the mission of promulgating the gospel of the Aquarian Age, and of 

conducting a campaign of education and enlightenment, so that the world may be 

prepared for what is in store.ò1 He frequently reiterated that The Rosicrucian Fellowship 

is to be the herald of the Aquarian Age.2 
 

The Aquarian Age is to be an age in which the Christ is born within each individual. 3 

Aquarius is governed by the planet Uranus4 and Uranus promotes independence. 5 Thus, 

people will want freedom in the Aquarian Age. The Aquarian Age will foster the 

development of originality, creativity, and pioneering.6 The sword had its reign in the 

Piscean Age, but science and reason will rule in the Aquarian Age.7 Aquarius is 

governed by Saturn and Saturn promotes diplomacy and justice.8 Thus, in the Aquarian 

Age, when conflicts arise attempt will be made to determine by means of reason what is 

the logical and just solution. The Aquarian Age will also stimulate the development of 

an allembracing love and altruism.9 
 

Max Heindel gives a number of indications as to the directions in which people need to 

move if the Aquarian ideals are to be realized. It is the purpose of this article to tabulate 

some of these indications. 

 

Developing the Christ Light Within  

 

Max Heindel states that ñall limitations must have been swept away before we can hope 

for success in the quest for truth.ò10 A wall of creed inhibits the flow of universal light 

and knowledge.11 In order to find Truth ñwe must leave father and mothers, creed, 

dogma, conventionalities, preconceived opinions and worldly desires behind; we must 

never fear conflict with established authorities, but we must follow the inner voice 

through fire if need be.ò12 The Spirit of Truth can only be awakened by one who is 

fearless and free.13 He adds that we will never find Truth in his or any other books. So 

long as we run after outside teachers, we are simply wasting energy. Books and teachers 

may arouse our interest and urge us to live the life, but only in so far as we make their 

precepts a part of our inner selves are we really seeking in the right direction.14 Where 
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then are we to find Truth? Max Heindel says, ñThere is only one answerðwithin.ò15We 

must learn to follow the Christ within, and that Christ is different for different people.16 

Self-reliance is the cardinal virtue which aspirants are required to cultivate in the 

Western Mystery School. No one is allowed to lean on Masters, nor to blindly follow 

Leaders. The Brothers of the Rose Cross aim to emancipate the souls that come to them; 

to educate, to strengthen, and to make them co-workers.17 No one who is a óleaner,ô can 

at the same time be a helper; each must stand alone.18 
 

How are we to find the Christ Light within?We must attune our inner nature to the 

Christ vibrations of Love and live a life of sacrifice and service.19 We must perform the 

exercise of Retrospection so that we learn to recognize our mistakes and to judge 

between right and wrong.20We must learn to perform the exercise of Concentration 

because only in proportion as the mind is stilled can the spirit reflect itself in the 

threefold body.21 
 

Individ ual Freedom 

 

The baby must crawl and fall; it must rise, fall again and hurt itself. The experience 

is unpleasant but unavoidable, and far to be preferred to the consequences of tying the 

infant to a chair to save it from falling; then its limbs would become useless. This is 

why in The Rosicrucian Fellowship there must be absolute personal freedom.22 Each 

must become master of his own fate and captain of hisown soul.23 It is contrary to the 

divine plan in any way to coerce a man into doing that which he does not want to do.24 

Liberty is the most precious possession of the soul.25 There is no greater crime than to 

fetter a fellow-being in any manner.26 
 

The Elder Brothers take care that pupils do not obligate themselves to them or any one 

else.27 The Elder Brothers never under any condition demand obedience to any mandate 

of theirs or command pupils to do this or that. At most, they advise, leaving the pupil 

free to follow or not.28 The Elder Brothers never urge, never praise, and never blame. 

The urge must come from within the pupil.29 
 

Within the Rosicrucian Fellowship the Teacher recommended that the organization be 

made as loose as possible because ñin the measure that the free will of members is 

interfered with, the object of the Rosicrucian Order, to foster individuality and self-

reliance, is defeated. Laws and by-laws are limitations, and for that reason should be as 

few as possible.ò30 The Rosicrucian Fellowship should be an association which is 

entirely voluntary. The members are not bound by any oaths.31 Members must permit 

one another to have free will,32 must not force their opinions on one another, 33 and 

must be careful not to infringe upon the rights of one another.34 
 

Individual Initiative  

 

We, ourselves, have a prerogative, for we are divine.35 We should seek for opportunities 

to initiate actions and exercise our creative powers.36 If we see that a task has to be 

performed, we should say to ourselves: Someone will have to do that. Why not I?37 We 

need to learn the lesson of working for a common purpose, without leadership, each 

prompted alike by the Spirit of Love from within to strive for the physical, moral, and 

spiritual uplift of the world.38 
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Conflict Resolution 

 

Although we seek the Christ Light within, our vision of it may yet be imperfect. 

Therefore, individuals who exercise their right to free thought may sometimes find their 

ideas as to what should be done may be in conflict with the ideas of others. What then is 

to be done? Max Heindel states that might does not make right,39 and that ñthe harmless 

life is an absolute essential prerequisite to the helpful life.ò40 The sacred spear, which 

symbolizes the creative power in man, including the power of speech, must never be 

used to hurt, only to heal,41 and gentleness is an ideal to be striven for.42 Thus, conflicts 

are not to be resolved by force. There is another way. The sword had its reign in the 

Piscean Age, but science (reason) will rule in the Aquarian Age.43 The principle of 

arbitration of difficulties needs to be established, 44 and tact and diplomacy are always 

better than force.45 Peace is a matter of education and to achieve it people need to learn 

to deal charitably, justly, and openly with one another, as nations as well as 

individuals.46 
 

Universal Brotherhood 

 

Max Heindel states that ñThe Fellowship disregards national and racial differences, 

endeavoring to join all together in a bond of love,ò47 and he recommends that people 

practice Universal Brotherhood by never mentioning or recognizing differences of 

nationality, for we are all one in Christ.48 He urges people to look beyond the sharply 

differentiated forms which blind them to the inalienable unity of each soul with all 

others,49 and to forget the often unprepossessing exteriors of others, and serve the 

divine essence hidden within.50 
 

Max Heindel adds that as long as one is tied to the family, the nation, the tribe, one is 

siding with the old blood, the old ways, and cannot amalgamate into a Universal 

Brotherhood. That can only come when people marry internationally, because when 

there are so many nations the way to unite them is through marriage.51 
 

May we all strive to achieve the goals of the Aquarian Age as Max Heindel has outlined 

them for us.  

 

ðElsa Glover 

 
- From RAYS FROM THE ROSE CROSS, July-August, 2002. 

 
Note:  All references in this article are to books written by Max Heindel and published by the Rosicrucian 
Fellowship, Oceanside, CA 
1. Teachings of an Initiate (TI), p.58 
2. Questions and Answers, Vol. 2 (2Q&A), pp. 366, 465; 
Rosicrucian Mysteries (RM), p.12 
3. Message of the Stars (MS) p. 28 
4. Simplified Scientific Astrology (SSA), p. 81 
5. MS, p. 348 
6. MS, p. 348; 2Q&A, p. 361 
7. Gleanings of a Mystic (GM), p. 82; TI, p. 56 
8. SSA, p. 81; MS, pp. 248-249 
9. MS, p. 347 
10. MGO, p. 92 
11. MGO, p. 81; Letters to Students (LS), p. 69 
12. LS, p. 71 
13. LS, p. 71 
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14. LS, pp. 98, 205 
15. LS p. 98; Web of Destiny (WD), p. 84; TI, p. 29 
16. 2Q&A, p. 501 
17. Mysteries of the Great Operas (MGO) p. 23; WD, p. 36 
18. LS, p. 61 
19. Ancient and Modern Initiation (AMI), p. 40; GM, p. 159 
20. Rosicrucian Christianity Lectures (RCL), pp. 183-184 
21. RCL, pp. 179, 184-187 
22. LS, pp. 51-52 
23. LS, p. 61 
24. LS, p. 27 
25. LS, p. 72, 94 
26. LS, p. 72 
27. LS, p. 94 
28. TI, p. 151 
29. 2Q&A, p. 226 
30. TI, p. 150 
31. TI, p. 150 
32. LS, p. 29 
33. LS, p. 94 
34. LS, p. 94; RCL, p. 265 
35. LS, pp. 19, 134 
36. LS, pp. 207-208 
37. LS, p. 12 
38. LS, p. 53 
39. GM, p. 38 
40. RCL, p. 200; MGO, p. 59 
41. AMI, pp. 44-45; MGO, pp. 65-66 
42. TI, p. 95; LS, p. 10 
43. GM, p. 82 
44. LS, p. 226 
45. GM, p. 119 
46. LS, p. 226 
47. LS, p. 156; Freemasonry and Catholicism (F&C), p. 88 
48. LS, p. 167 
49. GM, p. 70 
50. The Rosicrucian Temple Service 
51. F&C, pp. 54-55 
 

 

 

 

 

 
"Man knows himself only to the extent that he knows the world; he  

becomes aware of himself only within the world, and aware of the  

world only within himself. Every object, well contemplated, opens up  

a new organ within us."  

ðGoethe 
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A Brief Resume of 

 The Rosicrucian Philosophy 

 

 
ROSICRUCIAN PHILOSOPHER 

Father C.R.C (Christian Rosie Cross or Christian Rosencreutz)τconsidered not only as a personality, but 
also as a personification of the system of spiritual philosophy which he is reputed to have establishedτ
which explains why no authentic portrait of Father C.R.C. has ever been discovered. The Great Book of 
the Rose Cross lies unclasped upon the table, beside it an hour glass, intimating that in time all shall be 
revealed.  Artist: JAKnapp 

 

 
The Rosicrucian Order was founded in the thirteenth century by Christian Rosenkreuz, a 

messenger of the Divine Hierarchs who guide Humanity upon the path of evolution. 

 

Its mission was to blend Esoteric Christianity, Mystic  Masonry, and Spiritual 

Alchemy into one great system of Religious Philosophy, adequate to meet the advanced 
spiritual and intellectual needs of the Western World, during the Aquarian Age of two 

thousand years, when the Sun, by precession of the Equinox, passes through the 

constellation Aquarius. 

 

This Western Wisdom School, like all earlier Esoteric Orders, is secret, but the 

Rosicrucian Fellowship is its Herald of the Aquarian Age, now at hand, 

promulgating this blended scientific soul science: The Western Wisdom Religion for 

the Western World. 
 

Formerly, religious truths were intuitively perceived or taken wholly on faith as dogmas 

of the church. Today, a growing class demands that immortality and kindred matters be 

proved to the intellect, deductively or by observation, as are other facts of life, like 
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heredity and ether. They desire religion as much as their fathers but want the ancient 

truths in modern dress congruous to their altered intellectual condition. To this class the 

Rosicrucian Fellowship addresses itself with a definite, logical and sequential teaching, 

concerning the origin, evolution and future development of the world and man, which is 

strictly scientific as it is reverently religious; a teaching which makes no statements not 

supported by reason and logic, which satisfies the mind by clear explanations, which 

neither begs nor evades questions, but offers a reasonable solution to all mysteries, so 

that the heart may be allowed to believe what the intellect has sanctioned, and the solace 

of religion may speak peace to the troubled mind. The following is a brief resume of 

Facts about Life here and hereafter. A list of the lectures referred to is found in the 

back of this magazine. 

 

Sooner or later there comes a time when the consciousness is forced to recognize the 

fact that life, as we see it, is but fleeting, and that amid all the uncertainties of our 

existence there is but one certaintyðDeath! 

 

When the mind has thus become aroused by thought of the leap in the dark which must 

some time be taken by all, the question of questionsðWhence have we come?ðWhy 

are we here?ðWhither are we going?ðmust inevitably present itself. This is a basic 

problem with which all must sooner or later grapple, and it is of the greatest importance 

how we solve it, for the view we take will color our whole life. 

 

Only three theories of note have been brought forward to solve this problem. To range 

ourselves in one of the three groups of mankind, segregated in their adherence to one 

theory or the other in an intelligent manner, it is necessary to know the three theories, to 

calmly weigh and compare them one with another with established facts. Lecture No. 1 

does just that, and whether we agree with its conclusions or not, we shall surely have a 

more comprehensive grasp of the various viewpoints and be better able to form an 

intelligent opinion when we have read ñThe Riddle of Life and Death.ò  

 

If we have come to the conclusion that death does not end our existence, it is but a 

natural question to ask: Where are the dead? This momentous question is dealt with in 

Lecture No. 2. The law of conservation of matter and energy precludes annihilation, yet 

we see that matter is constantly changing from the visible state and back again, as, for 

instance, water is evaporated by the sun, partially condensed into a cloud and then falls 

to earth again as rain. 

 

Consciousness may also exist without being able to give us any sign, as in cases where 

people have been thought dead, but have awakened and told all that had been said and 

done in their presence. 

 

So there must be an invisible World of force and matter, as independent of our 

cognition of it as light and color exist regardless of the fact they are not perceived by the 

blind.  

 

In that invisible World the so-called dead are now living in full possession of all the 

mental and emotional faculties. They are living a life as real as existence here. 
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 The invisible World is cognized by means of a sixth sense developed by some, but 

latent in most people. It may be developed in all, but different methods produce varying 

results.  

 

This faculty compensates for distance in a manner far superior to the best telescopes and 

for the lack of size in a degree unreachable by the most powerful microscope. It 

penetrates where the X-ray cannot. A wall or a dozen walls are no denser to the spiritual 

sight than crystal to ordinary vision.  

 

In Lecture No. 3 Spiritual Sight and the Spiritual Worlds, this faculty is described, 

and Lecture No. 11, Spiritual Sight  and Insight, gives a safe method of development.  

 

The Invisible World is divided into different realms: The Etheric Region, the Desire 

World, the Region of Concrete Thought and the Region of Abstract Thought. 

 

These divisions are not arbitrary, but are necessary because the substance of which they 

are composed obeys different laws. For instance, physical matter is subject to the law of 

gravity, in the Desire World forms levitate as easily as they gravitate. 

 

Man needs various vehicles to function in the different Worlds, as we need a carriage to 

ride on land, a boat at sea and an airship in the air. 

 

We know that we must have a dense body to live in the visible World.Man also has a 

vital  body composed of ether, which enables him to sense things around him. He has a 

desire body formed of the materials of the Desire World, which gives him a passionate 

nature and incites him to action. The Mind is formed of the substance of the Region of 

Concrete Thought and acts as a brake upon impulse. It gives purpose to action. The real 

man, the Thinker or Ego, functions in the Region of Abstract Thought, acting upon 

and through its various instruments. 

 

Lecture No. 4 deals with the normal and abnormal conditions of life such as Sleep, 

Dreams, Trance, Hypnotism, Mediumship and Insanity. The previously mentioned 

finer vehicles are all concentric with the dense body in the waking state, when we are 

active in thought, word and deed, but the activities of the day cause the body to grow 

tired and sleepy. 

 

When the wear and tear incident to use of a building has made exhaustive repairs 

necessary, the tenants move out that the workmen may have full scope for restoration. 

So when wear and tear of the day has exhausted the body, it is necessary to restore its 

tone and rhythm. During the night the Ego hovers outside the dense body clothed in 

desire body and mind. Sometimes the Ego only withdraws partially, is half in the body 

and half out, then it sees both the Desire World and the Physical World, but confused as 

in a dream. 

 

Hypnotism is mental assault. The unsuspecting victim is driven out of his body and the 

hypnotist obtains control. 

 

The victims of the hypnotist are released at his death, however, but the medium is not so 

fortunate. Spirit-controls are really invisible hypnotists. Their invisibility gives great 

scope for deception and after death they may take possession of a mediumôs desire 
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body, use it for ages, and keep their hapless victim from progressing along the pathway 

of evolution. This latter phase of Mediumship is elucidated in Lecture No. 5, which 

deals with Death and Life in Purgatory. 

 

What we call death is in reality but a shifting of consciousness from one World to 

another. We have a science of birth with trained nurses, obstetricians, antiseptics and 

every other means of caring for the incoming Ego, but are sorely in need of a science of 

death, for when a friend is passing out of our concrete existence, we stand helplessly 

about, ignorant of how to assist, or worse, we do things which make the passing 

infinitely harder than if we merely stood idly by. Giving stimulants is one of our worst 

offenses against the dying, as it draws the passing spirit into the dense body again with 

the force of a catapult. 

 

After the heart has stopped on account of the partial rupture of the silver cord, (which 

united the higher and lower vehicles of man during sleep and remains unsevered for a 

time varying from a few hours to three and a half days after death), there is still on that 

account a certain feeling if the body is embalmed, opened for post-mortem examination, 

or cremated. The body should therefore be left unmolested, for at that time the passing 

Ego is engaged in reviewing the pictures of its past life (which are seen in a flash by 

drowning persons.) These pictures are impressed daily and hourly upon the ether of the 

vital body as independently of our observation as a detailed picture is impressed upon 

the photographic plate by the ether regardless of whether the photographer observed 

details or not. They form an absolutely true record of our past life, which we may call 

the subconscious memory (or mind), far superior to the view we store in our conscious 

memory (or mind.) 

 

Under the immutable Law of Consequence, which decrees that what we sow we reap, 

the deeds of life are the basis of our existence after death. The panorama of a past life is 

the book of the Recording Angels, who are adjusters of the score we make under the 

Law of Consequence. Review of the life panorama just after death etches the pictures 

into the desire body, which is our normal vehicle in the Desire World, where 

Purgatory and the First Heaven are located. 

The Panorama of life is the basis of purgation of evil in purgatory and assimilation of 

good deeds in the first heaven. It is of the highest importance that this panorama be 

deeply etched into the desire body, for if that impress is deep and clear the Ego will 

suffer more sharply in purgatory and experience a keener joy in the first heaven. This 

feeling will remain as conscience in future lives to impel good action and discourage 

evil deeds. 

 

If the passing spirit is left in peace and quiet to concentrate upon the life-panorama, the 

etching will be clear and sharp, but if the relatives distract his attention by loud 

hysterical lamentations during the first three and one half days when the silver cord is 

yet intact, a shallow or blurred impression will cause the spirit to lose much of the 

lessons which should have been learned. To correct this anomaly the Recording Angels 

are often forced to terminate the next Earth-life in early childhood before the desire 

body has come to birth, as described in Birth  a Four-fold Event (Lecture No. 7), for 

that which has not been quickened cannot die, and so the child goes into the first heaven 

and learns the lessons it did not learn before, and is thus equipped to pass on in Lifeôs 

School. 
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As such Egos retain the desire body and mind they had in life where they died as 

children, it often happens that they remember that life, for they only stay out of Earth 

life from one to twenty years. 

 

Suffering in Purgatory arises from two causes: Desires which cannot be gratified or the 

reaction to the pictures of the life panoramaðthe drunkard suffers tortures of Tantalus 

because he has no means of obtaining or retaining drink. The miser suffers because he 

lacks the hand to restrain his heirs from squandering his cherished hoard. Thus the Law 

of Consequence purges evil habits until desire has burned itself out. 

 

If we have been cruel, the panorama of life radiates back upon us the pictures of 

ourselves and our victims. Conditions are reversed in purgatory. We suffer as they 

suffered. Thus, in time, we are purged of sin. The coarse desire matter which forms the 

embodiment of evil has been expelled by the centrifugal force of Repulsion in purgatory 

and we retain but the pure and the good which is embodied in subtler desire stuff 

dominated by the centripetal forceðattraction, which amalgamates good in the first 

heaven when the life panorama depicts scenes in our past life where we helped others, 

or where we felt grateful for favors, as described in Lecture No. 6, Life in  Heaven, 

which also deals with our stay in the Second Heaven, located in the Region of Concrete 

Thought. 

 

That is also the realm of tone, as the Desire World is of color, and the Physical World 

of form. Tone, or sound, is the builder of all that is on Earth, as John says: ñIn the 

beginning was the Wordò (sound)ðand the Word was made flesh,ò the flesh of all 

things, ñwithout it was not anything made that was made.ò The mountain, the moss, the 

mouse and the man are all embodiments of this Great Creative Word, which came down 

from heaven. 

 

There the man becomes one with the nature forces. Angels and Archangels teach him to 

build such an environment as he has deserved under the Law of Consequence. If he 

dallied his time away in metaphysical speculation, as do the Hindus, he neglects to build 

a good material environment, and is reborn in an arid land where flood and famine teach 

him to turn his attention to material things. When he focuses his mind on the Physical 

World, aspiring to wealth and material comforts, he will build in Heaven unexcelled 

material environment, a wealthy land with facilities for ease and comfort, as the 

Western World has done. But as we always long for what we lack, the possessions we 

have are satiating us beyond comfort and we are beginning to aspire to the spiritual life 

as the Hindus, our younger brothers, are aspiring now to the material prosperity we are 

leaving behind, as more fully elucidated in Lecture No. 19, The Coming ForceðVril? 

which shows why Hindu Yoga practices are detrimental to Westerners. They being 

behind us in evolution. 

 

When the Ego has helped to build the creative archetype for the environment of its next 

earth-life in the Second Heaven it ascends into the Third Heaven, located in the 

Region of Abstract Thought. But few people have learned to think abstractly, as in 

mathematics; the majority of people are therefore unconscious, as in sleep, waiting for 

the Clock of Destinyðthe stars, to indicate the time when effects engendered by the 

action of past lives can be worked out. When the heavenly time makers, the Sun, Moon 

and planets, have reached a proper position, the Ego wakes and desires a new 

embodiment. 
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The Recording Angels look up the record of all our past lives, which is stamped upon 

the super conscious mind each time an Ego withdraws to the third Heaven, as outlined 

in Lecture No. 7, Birth a Fourfold Event.  When there is no particular reason why a 

certain environment should be taken, the Ego has a choice of various embodiments. 

These are shown to it as a panorama giving the great outline of each proposed life, but 

leaving scope for individual freewill in the detail. 

 

Once a choice has been made, the Ego is bound to liquidate ripe causes selected by the 

Recording Angels and any attempt to evade that will be frustrated. It should be carefully 

noted that evil is eradicated in Purgatory. Only tendencies remain, to tempt us till we 

have consciously overcome. Thus we are born innocent and at least every evil act is an 

act of free will. 

 

When the Ego descends toward rebirth it gathers the materials for its new bodies, but 

they are not born at the same time. Birth of the vital body inaugurates rapid growth from 

7 to 14, ripening also the propagative faculty. Birth of the desire body at 14 gives rise to 

the impulsive period from 14 to 21. At that age the birth of the mind furnishes a brake 

on impulse and gives a foundation for serious life. 

 

 
 

 

A PRAYER UNDER PRESSURE OF VIOLENT ANGUISH  

O Thou great Being! what Thou art  

     surpasses me to know:  
Yet sure I am, that known to Thee  
     Are all Thy works below.  

Thy creature here before Thee stands,  
     All wretched and distressed;  

Yet sure t hose ills that wring my soul  
     Obey Thy high behest.  

Sure, Thou, Almighty, canst not act  
     From cruelty or wrath!  
O, free my weary eyes from tears,  

     Or close them fast in death.  
 

But if I must afflicted be,  
     To suit some wise design:  

Then, ma n my soul with firm resolves  
     To bear and not repine!  
                                              ñRobert Burns  
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MYSTIC LIGHT  

 

Letters from a Rosicrucian 

Written to Karl von Eckershausen, Munich, 1792-1801 

 

 

Karl von Eckartshausen  

 (1752 -1803)  

This article was begun in the 2009 CHRISTMAS  Issue. 

LETTER III  

ABSOLUTE AND RELATIVE TRUTH  

 

All the science of the world is based on the assumption that things are 

actually as they appear to be, even though it requires but little thought 

to understand the e rror of this supposition, for the appearance of things 

depends not only on what they really are, but in addition depends upon 

our organization and the constitution of our perceptive faculties. The 

greatest of the obstacles which the student of occult scien ces 

encounters in his path of progress is having to abandon in himself the 

erroneous belief that things are as they appear to him; and unless he 

can raise himself above this superstition and consider things not merely 

from the relative point of view of his  limited ego but from the infinite 

and the Absolute, he will not be capable of knowing absolute truth. 

Before we proceed further in our instructions respecting the practical 

method of approaching the Light, it will be necessary to impress with 
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great force on the mind the illusory character of all external 

phenomena.  

All that the physical man knows concerning the outer world he has 

learned by means of the impressions that come to his consciousness 

through his senses. Receiving repeated or continually similar  

impressions. comparing one with another, and taking what he thinks he 

knows as a basis for speculations concerning the things that he does 

not know, he can form certain opinions with respect to things that he 

does not know , he can form certain opinions w ith reference to things 

which transcend his power of physical perception ; but as to the true or 

false  character of his opinions with respect to things inner or outer , 

these opinions can be true only with respect to himself and with 

relation to other bei ngs constituted the same as himself. In regard to 

other beings with entirely different organizations will find no application 

whatever; and there can exist in the universe incalculable millions of 

beings with entirely different organizations superior or in ferior to ours 

to whom the world and all things appear under a completely different 

aspect, and who see all things in a different light.  

Such beings, though living in the same world in which we live, can 

know absolutely nothing of the world which is the on ly one conceivable 

to us; and we are not able to know anything intellectually of their world 

in spite of the fact that both the one and the other are identical. In 

other to see their world we need to be of sufficient strength to dismiss 

from ourselves all hereditary and acquired errors and preconceptions; 

we must raise ourselves to a higher level than that of the self that is 

bound to the sense  world by a thousand chains, and must mentally 

occupy a place from which we can contemplate the world in its highe r 

aspects. We must die, so to speak, to that with which spiritual beings 

are inconsistent, in order to acquire the consciousness of superior life 

and to see the world form the plane and point of view of a god.  

All of our modern science is for this reason o nly relative science, which 

is equivalent to saying all our modern scientific systems teach simply 

the relation existing between the outer and mutable things and the 

mundane manifestation of man, which is transitory and illusory , and 

in reality no more th an an external apparition originated by a certain 

inner activity concerning which material science knows nothing. All 

scientific thought, apparently so high and important, is nevertheless 

nothing more than superficial knowledge, referring to one perhaps of  

the infinite number of aspects by means of which God manifests 

Him(Her)self.  
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Those who are in the ignorance above illustrated believe that their 

special manner of considering the world of phenomena is the only true 

one, and cling desperately to their illu sions, believing them to be 

realities, and that those who realize their illusory character are 

dreamers. But as long as they cling to these illusions, they will not raise 

themselves above them; they will continue believing an illusory science, 

and will ask  in vain for such knowledge to be shown them by God, while  

closing their eyes and withdrawing themselves from eternal light.  

It is not in any way our intention to ask that modern science shall 

attempt to enter the plane of the Absolute because in that cas e it would 

cease to be relative to external things, and would lose its utility in these 

things. It is admitted that colors have no reality in themselves and that 

a certain number of ondulations or wave motions of light cause them, 

but we have no intention in the foregoing statements of discouraging 

purely scientific investigation, but only to instruct people for whom 

superfic ial and external knowledge is  insufficient, and also to moderate 

if possible the presumption of those who think they are possessed of  

wisdom and who, chained to their illusions, lose the view of the external 

and the real and  carry their presumption and blind vanity even to the 

point of denying their own existence.  

It will be admitted that it is not the external body that sees, hears, 

smells, reasons, and thinks, but that it is the inner man, to us invisible, 

who discharges these functions by means of the physical organs. There 

is no reason for us to believe that this inner man ceases to exist when 

the body dies, on the contrary, as we s hall see later, to suppose such a 

thing is opposite to all reason. If the inner man loses by the death of 

physical organism the power of receiving sensible impressions from the 

external world, and if in consequence of the loss of the brain he loses 

the pow er of thinking, it will change completely the relations under 

which he lives in this world, and his future existence will be quite 

different from ours. His world will not be our world, although in the 

absolute sense of the word, both worlds are one. Thus i t is that in this 

same world there can exist a million different worlds, in which there are 

millions of beings whose constitutions differ one from another; in other 

words there is but one nature, but it may appear under an infinite 

number of aspects. Accor ding to each of the changes of our 

organization, the world is presented to us from a different angle; at each 

death we enter into a new world, although it is not necessarily the world 

that has changed, but only our relations with it which vary in the 

cours e of time.  
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Who knows the world according to absolute truth? What is it that we 

really know? There can in reality exist neither Sun nor Moon nor Earth; 

neither fire nor air nor water can have real existence; all of these things 

exist with relation to ourse lves only while we are in a certain state of 

consciousness, during which we believe that they exist. In the kingdom 

of phenomena absolute truth does not exist; not even in mathematics 

do we find absolute truth, because all mathematical rules are relative, 

and are founded on certain suppositions referring to magnitude and 

extension which in themselves posses no more than a phenomenal 

character. Change the fundamental concept upon which mathematics is 

based, and the entire system of necessity suffers complete  change. The 

same may be said in regard to our concepts of matter, of movement and 

of space. These are words, pure and simple: merely expressions for 

indicating to ourselves certain ideas that we have formed concerning 

really inconceivable things. In other  words they indicate certain states 

of our consciousness.  

If we look at a tree, an image is formed in the mind, which is equivalent 

to saying that we enter a certain state of consciousness that puts us 

into relation with an external phenomenon concerning w hose real 

nature we know nothing but to which we give the name of tree. But to a 

being organized differently, it would not be a tree but something quite 

different, possibly transparent, and without solid matter; in fact, to a 

thousand beings with constitut ions different one from another, this 

would appear under a thousand different aspects. We can see the Sun 

only as a globe of fire, but  to a being whose perceptive fa culties are 

superior to ours, what we call the Sun would be seen in a manner 

totally indesc ribable to us; because lacking the necessary faculties to 

describe it, the description becomes inconceivable to us.  

The outer man maintains a certain relation with the outer world, and as 

such can know no more of the world than this external relation. Some  

people may object that we should be content with that knowledge and 

not attempt to go deeper. This, however, is equivalent to depriving one 

of any further progress and of condemning one to remain sunk in error 

and in ignorance, because his only means of k nowledge is a science 

that depends entirely upon illusions and which is therefore no more 

than an illusory science. Moreover, the external aspect of things is the 

consequence of an inner activity, and unless the true character of the 

external phenomeno n wi ll not be really understood . Besides the real 

inner man, who resides in the external form, maintains certain relations 

with the inner activity of the cosmos which are no less strict and 

definite than the relations existing  between external man and externa l 

nature; and unless man recognizes the relations which link him to that 
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power, in other words, to God, he will never comprehend his own divine 

nature and will never reach the true knowledge of himself.  

To teach the true relation existing between man and t he infinite Whole 

and to raise him to that plane of exalted life that he should occupy in 

nature, is and must be the one and true object of all true religion and 

true science. The fact that a man may have been born in a certain city 

does not indicate that he must remain there all his life; the fact that a 

man has been for a long time in any condition physically, morally, or 

intellectually inferior, does not impose upon him the necessity of 

remaining forever in such state, nor debar him from elevating himsel f to 

greater heights.  

The highest possible knowledge is that having the highest object; and 

there can exist no higher nor more worthy object for consideration than 

the cause of universal good. God is, therefore, the highest objective of 

human knowledge, an d we can know nothing regarding Him that is not 

manifested by His activity in our inner minds. To obtain a knowledge of 

the superior self is equivalent to obtaining a knowledge of the divine 

principle within ourselves; in other words, a knowledge of our ow n inner 

self after it has turned to the divine and has awakened to a 

consciousness of  its divinity. Then the inner divine self will recognize 

the relations existing between itself and the divine principle in the 

universe, if we can speak of relations exis ting between two things which 

are not two but are one and the same. In order to express ourselves 

more correctly, we should say the spiritual knowledge of the One Self is 

attained when God recognizes His own divinity in man.  

All power whether pertaining to  the body, the soul, or the intelligent 

principle in man originates from the center, Spirit. To spiritual activity 

man owes the fact that he sees, feels, hears, and perceives with his 

outer senses. In the greater number of men this inner spiritual force 

has awakened only  by the intellectual ability and brought into activity 

the outer senses. But there are exceptional persons in whom this 

spiritual activity has reached a much higher plane, and in whom have 

been unfolded the highest or inner faculties of per ception. Such people 

can perceive things that are invisible to others, and can exercise powers 

not possessed by the rest of mortals.  

If so -called wise men encounter such a case as above, referred to, they 

consider it to be caused by a sickly condition of t he body, and designate 

it as the effect of a òpathological conditionó; for itõs a fact of everyday 

experience that external, superficial knowledge embracing absolutely 

nothing respecting the fundamental laws of Nature, continually and 
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repeatedly mistakes c auses for effects and effects for causes. With equal 

reason and with the same logic a flock of sheep might say to one of their 

number which had attained the faculty of speech with its òpathological 

condition.ó Thus it is that wisdom appears foolishness to the foolish; to 

the blind the light is but darkness; virtue is a vice to the vicious; truth 

seems trickery to the false; and everywhere we see that man perceives 

things not as they are but as he imagines them.  

Thus we see that whatever men are accustomed t o calling good or evil 

or false, useful or useless, is so perceived in but a relative sense. It may 

be true relative to one person and be quite the contrary with respect to 

another whose opinions, objectives, or aspirations are different. It is 

also a nece ssary consequence of this state of things that where 

language commences, confusion begins, because owing to the 

differentiations continually taking place in the diverse constitutions of 

men, their manner of forming concepts will differ one form another. Th is 

being the truth in ordinary affairs, it is yet more in evidence in 

questions relating to the occult, concerning which the greater part of 

men posses only false ideas, and it is doubtful that one sentence could 

be uttered which would not give rise to dis putes and false 

interpretations. The only truths found to be outside the reach of all 

disputes are absolute truths, and these need not be stated as they are 

self -evident. To express them by means of language is to say what all 

the world knows and what no o ne controverts; for example, to say that 

God is the cause of all good simply means that we are symbolizing to 

ourselves the unknown origin of all good with the word òGod.ó 

All relative truth refers only to the unstable personalities of men, and no 

one can know truth in the absolute excepting the one who, rising above 

the sphere of self and of phenomena, reaches the region of the real, 

eternal and immutable. To do this it is necessary in a certain sense to 

die to the world; or what is the same, to unburden o neõs self completely 

of the idea of self, which is an illusion, and to become one with the 

Universal, in which being  there is not the least sense of separation. If 

thou art disposed to die thus, thou mayest pass through the door into 

the sanctuary of the hidden knowledge, but if the illusions of the outer 

worlds, and above all if the illusions of thine own personal existence 

lure thee, in vain wilt thou seek the knowledge of that which exists in 

itself, and which is entirely independent of all things; that  which is the 

eternal center, the flaming center, from which all proceed and to which 

all return; the Father , to Whom none may draw near other than the 

Son , Who is the Light, the Life , and the Supreme Truth.  

(TO BE CONTINUED)  
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Self-Knowledge and Spirituality 

 

Irene Gómez de Ruggiero 

 

 

 

My Brother ...  

 

Have you ever thought at the time to listen to yourself?  

 

Do you want to start today, to make real efforts to achieve that  ineffable virtue?  

It is so precious to the Spirit, that Goethe, an  enlightened being, said:  

 

òFrom every power that holds the world in chains, 

Man frees himself, when self-control he gains.ó 

 

Well .. if you want to start right now, then first, shut up the tumult of your internal 

voices. 

Sit comfortably. Breathe in peace and  naturalness.  

Close your eyes.  
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Then ask yourself: "Who am I in reality?"  

Think slowly, but with  determination. Seeking to meet you in all your facets. Probe 

deeply  your mental world, defining it with fair accuracy.  

 

Question yourself honestly: "What is my purpose on earth?"  

If you get the answer, according to the knowledge you have, as a conscious and  clear, 

your chances of progress are vastly improved .  

 

The objective of the human being on earth moving parallel to their degree of intelligence.  

 

When it comes to a conscious level of responsibility, outlining the very broad and 

spiritual purposes that you have, is to be in proportion to fifty percent in the true path.  

 

From nothing worth all philosophies about life, if human beings cannot define 

themselves.  

 

A person can spend twenty, thirty years, or the whole existence  studying things of the 

spirit , and no more achieve that an  intellectual erudition.  

 

So, friend, be your own judge, with the utmost rigor, with the greatest severity, making 

the necessary inquest into your inner life.  

 

What is guiding your own heart? What are you looking for on the  Spiritual Path?  

What do you wish? Would you like to know  or to ignore thyself?  

 

Will you spend all your existence unnecessarily, without trying  to achieve your internal 

reform, without real self-intimity and  clear hopes and aspirations?  

 

Or ... do you want to , by contrast, see your own flaws ,  faults and weaknesses in order 

to transmute them and undertake a  new stage in your life, consciously , living what you 

study and  understand, looking thyself in raising achievement of the celestial  

development , and be, at this stage, for the first time in your  learning on Earth, 

spiritually honest and fair with your own Spiritual Being?  

 

If you, in your bosom, respond positively and with conviction,  acting in harmony with 

the answers you give, then you no longer  represent a simple sheet brought to will of the 

wind. You are able to govern, wisely, the helm of your own life, your destiny or  

divine purpose!  

 

- Irene Gomez de Ruggiero 
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Summertime 

 

Pentecost -  Painting by El Greco -  1610  
 

Pentecost 

Occurring the fiftieth day after Easter, also called Whitsunday,  Pentecost commemorates the descent of 

the Holy Spirit. Union with this ñSpirit of Truthò  gives the power to speak all human tongues. 

 
SUMMERTIME REFLECTS the bounty of nature and the fullness of life. We are all 

naturally seekers of wonders. We will travel far to see the majesty of old ruins, the 

venerable forms of hoary mountains, great waterfalls and galleries of art. And yet we 

need not leave where we are to observe marvels of nature and art: the splendor of the 

setting sun, the liquid pulsing of stars, the slow-motion magic of plant and animal 

transformations ð the myriad wonders of Divinity and its boundless revelation are all 

about us. Summertime unbars our gates and carries us forth amidst the ever renewed 

wonders of the world. 

 

During the six months following the Winter Solstice, Earth and its life forms 

consciously or unconsciously respond to the spiritual impulses that emanate from the 

Solar and incarnate Christ. During the summer season human consciousness is 

profoundly influenced by the spiritual influx associated with the powers of the Holy 

Spirit, first evidenced in Pentecost. In June, as the Sun passes through Gemini, the 

peerless Love Processional is celebrated and those exalted Beings known as 

Seraphim and Cherubim, Hierarchies of Gemini and Cancer respectively, are ascendant 

in the Heavens. Their work is to pour mighty currents of love upon Earth, which is the 

principal stabilizing force of the planet. Love is the greatest power in the world. It can 

change all things, people and conditions, and its unlimited transforming potency is 

operative in this magnificent June observance. 
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In an ecstasy of vision, St. Paul witnessed the Holy Love Processional with the glorious 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, as its Queen. He returned on wings of inspiration and wrote 

one of the most sublime love songs the world has ever known: ñThough I speak with the 

tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I am become as sounding brass or a 

tinkling cymbal.ò 

 

We speak of June as the month of love and unions. In the highest sense this refers to the 

regeneration incident to the joining of the higher and the lower self in man, known as 

the mystic marriage of the golden glory of the Sun and the silvery beauty of the Moon. 

Marriage involves the union of opposites, the most sacred of all unions. Gemini is the 

sign of opposites, positive and negative, high and low, black and white. In Gemini 

mankind is introduced to the path of light and the path of shadow. Gemini sets a dual 

impress upon the human body, lungs, shoulders, arms and hands in particular, and it 

holds a cosmic pattern for perfected man when masculine and feminine potencies shall 

be in equilibrium and there will be immunity from disease, old age, suffering, and 

sorrow and humanity will live in peace and joy. 

 

During summertime the higher and the lower, the spiritual and the material are 

conjoined in a closer and more effective union than at any other time of the year, and we 

experience a new sense of freedom and expansion. At this time energies from earth rise 

to mingle with a downpouring of golden rays from the sun and our cosmic evolution is 

carried another step forward. 

 

In Autumn, when all nature returns to its primordial home, manôs thoughts and feelings 

inevitably revert to his divine Source. He too seeks his home in the heaven of his 

Creator. Yet the quest is not ours alone. He Whom we seek is seeking us and waiting for 

us to manifest as sons of the most high, that all-pervading Spirit, the invisible Light of 

the Sun, though we may be distant in degree from the magnitude of its splendor and 

potency. 

That Spirit which pervades all is like a refinerôs fire: it leads us in straight paths through 

the strait gate to the riches of beatitude and through its fiery purging it removes every 

foul taint from our souls. 

 

Astrologers generally refer to the United States as a Gemini-ruled country because 

adaptability, versatility, restlessness, changeability, and a Love of the new and 

unexpected are all characteristics of Gemini as well as being an accurate summation of 

the traits of the American people, and when their consciousness is raised and 

transformed to the New Order of the ages, all bonds of oppression and inequality will be 

loosed and mankind will know and experience his God-given heritage of freedom. The 

Divine Polarity manifesting in the original state of man devolved into the duality which 

marks his present physical state of being. Under the rule of duality we experience 

inequality between the Masculine and Feminine principles. 

 

With the loss of whole spiritual consciousness has come a freight of ills. But a new 

world is in the making, a world that is being built on love, forbearance, human 

sympathy and tolerance. These are fruits of the spirit and can emanate only from a 

society founded on the conquest of self rather than on the self-defeating conquest of 

others. 
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Year after year, from Easter to Autumn, as the Sun transits the signs north of the 

equator, we are able to draw ever finer desire substance for our desire bodies as a result 

of the flowing of Christ Jesusô blood on Calvary. This will slowly but surely effect a 

refinement and purity in our natures. The gross elements will be gradually expunged. 

The amount of effort we devote to this process depends on our dedication to the Christ 

ideal and our gratitude to the Christ for his Cosmic oblation. Through His Person and by 

His example manôs fragmented self can be healed, made whole, and brought into the 

true Presence that is joy and everlasting peace. Christ gives for our inspiration and 

imitation the perfect example of One who began and completed the work. He is the 

Mediator, the perfect Teacher Who points the Way that all may come safely and 

securely and take comfort unto their souls. 

 

ñMy Judgement is just because I seek not my own will but the will of him Who sent 

me.ò ñI will hold him in perfect peace whose mind is posited in Me.ò All spiritual 

beings are the same in kind with the Supreme Spirit. The pure enlightened soul assumes 

a luminous form having no gross body. This is our goal, and being a Ray from Infinite 

Spirit which knows the past and the future and pervades all, that Spirit which created all 

things in ages most remote, our quest is assured. No force, overt or hidden, can stay us. 

We shall climb from star to star. 

 

The process of reversing and resolving matter goes on continually. Work on the 

physical body correlates with the masculine pole of spirit which is will. Work on the 

etheric vehicle correlates with the feminine pole of spirit, which is imagination. Work 

on the desire body conditions the third aspect of spirit and pertains to the masculine and 

feminine forces in equilibrium. Matter is crystallized spirit, which itself is cosmic 

ñsubstanceò not yet crystallized. By the wedding of Chaos with Cosmos there is 

something new brought forth, which is genius. 

 

The solidification of the Earth commenced in the Sun period as humanity was unable to 

vibrate at the high rate needed to remain on that fiery globe. We were removed from the 

sun sphere and took up residence on a planet and in bodies that became increasingly 

dense, until, by the end of the Atlantean Epoch, humanity was inhabiting this present 

hard earth and this too solid flesh. We ourselves made the Earth what it was and if no 

special help had been given us, we should not have been able to extricate ourselves from 

the meshes of matter. We were given laws to curb the instinct of the flesh. But laws, as 

Paul paradoxically shows, teach sin, and the end of sin is death. A new impulse had to 

be given which would inscribe the law into menôs hearts so that they unto Him. He has 

promised to remain with us to the end of this age of alternating cyclesðuntil we 

ourselves can float the Earth. 

 

The appearance of the first rainbow marked the beginning of the era of alternating 

cycles. These changing seasons are the basis for most of our religious observances and 

truly are turning points in the life of the Great Earth Spirit Who is born to the 

Earth at Christmas and is freed at Easter to soar to finer realms and abide in the bosom 

of the Father. In July He occupies His home world, the World of Life Spirit, 

characterized by cosmic unity and harmony. The realm of the Father is the World of 

Divine Spirit. This is where Christ works with the Supreme power of love, the 

stabilizing force of the earth. 
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Only the most advanced humanity will have reached the state of consciousness found in 

the World of Life Spirit at the end of this Earth Period. In our present stage of 

development, the highest sphere that humanity can attain is the World of Abstract 

Thought. During the summer months the Christ has left us while He journeys in the 

domain of the Father. 

 

In a sense the physical body is a loan to us from angelic Hierarchies which helped infant 

humanity with their first faltering steps on their pilgrimage through denser realms. We 

are now learning how to recreate these bodies to better serve our evolutionary needs. 

We are using them as tools to extract the essences of earthly experience. Christ said ñI 

will pour out my spirit on all flesh.ò We are called to be done with intercessors, be they 

priests or doctors. Our one infallible guide is now within, the Paraclete. It is imperative 

that man refer all matters to the one Source through the office of the indwelling Divine 

Spark, the One within his own heart and soul. Thus will man learn to ñknow himselfò 

and heal himself, for all healing and all knowing are but a process of enlightenment 

about Who made him and for what purpose. The Prophet Isaiah knew Who this was: 

ñThe Lord shall guide you always, and satisfy your needs in the sun-baked land, also 

strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose 

waters never fail. He maketh the grass to grow on the mountain and herbs for the use of 

man.ò The things we now esteem fixed shall one by one detach themselves like ripe 

fruit from our experiences and fall. The soul looketh steadily forward. 

 

Physical influences reach their highest expression in midsummer, and spiritual effects 

are dormant during the time the Sun is high in the Heavens. On June 20th we celebrate 

Summer Solstice Services and at the Full Moon the great festival of the fairies takes 

place. These etheric creatures have wrought their magic and they dance with joy and 

thanksgiving at this feast of accomplishment. Nature spirits play an important part in the 

worldôs work and this season sees a crescendo of their creative activities. Without the 

lif e giving vitality so evident at this time, our progress would cease. It takes little 

imagination to realize what the outcome of such prospect would be. 

 

In July the essence of the earth is steeped in ecstasy. Heaven and Earth are engaged in 

the divine interchange of spiritual forces. The marriage of Heaven and Earth is 

consummated. For a four-day interval all desire currents are stilled. Spirit reigns 

supreme and earth is filled with pure white light. In time everyone will learn how to 

attune themselves to this mighty inflow of energy and so become spiritually renewed. 

Indeed, we shall bring ourselves into conscious harmony with the dominant chords all 

the months of the solar year making us more effective channels for the administration of 

the Christ force. 

 

Let us go forward in full appreciation of what these changing seasons mean, that we 

may garner the fruits of opportunities as they are presented and so make the best 

possible use of our talents and Godôs blessings in this great school of experience.  

 

ðCaroline Lederman 
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 Planet Art 
 

Michelangelo Buonarotti (1474-1563), Vault of Sistine Chapel, Vatican, Rome  
 
 
 
 
 

The Prophet Isaiah 

Isaiahôs prophetic power was based on his accessing the Memory 

of Nature, whose highest source is in the World of Life Spirit, 

wherein one can read events ñfrom the earliest dawn of our present 

manifestation...so sublime and wonderful that we have no 

word that will give even the slightest idea thereofò (Cosmo, p. 212). 

Corinne Heline states that both Isaiah and Ezekiel attained to this 

sublime degree (New Age Bible Interpretation, Vol. 3, p. 278). 
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In the years 1907 -08, after being tested for sincerity of purpose and selfless 

desire to aid his fellowmen, Max Heindel was selected by the Brothers of the 

Rose Cross to give out publicly the Western Wisdom Teachings and thus help 
prepare humanity for the coming Age of Universal Brotherhood. By means of 

intense self -discipline and devotion to service he earned the status of Lay 
Brother (Initiate) in the exalted  Rosicrucian Order.  

 

 
 

Carl Louis F. Von Grasshoff 

MAX HEINDEL  

(1865-1919) 

 

Carl Louis F. Grasshoff (Max Heindel) [ 1909 -1919]  

Under the direction of the Brothers of the Rose Cross, spiritual giants of the 
human race, Max Heindel wrote The Rosicrucian Co smo-Conception , an epoch -

making book which has now become the Western World's leading textbook on 
occultism. By means of his own spiritual development he was able to verify for 

himself much that was given in the Cosmo-Conception , as well as to gain 

additio nal knowledge that later become embodied in his numerous books.  
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What is Spiritual Work? 
 

 
At the gate the poor were waiting, 

Looking through the iron grating, 

With that terror in the eye 

That is only seen in those 

Who amid their wants and woes 

Hear the sound of doors that close, 

And of feet that pass them by; 

Grown familiar with disfavor, 

Grown familiar with the savor 

Of the bread by which men die! 

But today, they knew not why, 

Like the gate of Paradise 

Seemed the convent gate to rise, 

Like a sacrament divine 

Seemed to them the bread and wine. 

In his heart the Monk was praying, 

Thinking of the homeless poor, 

What they suffer and endure; 

What we see not, what we see; 

And the inward voice was saying: 

'Whatsoever thing thou doest 

To the least of mine and lowest, 

That thou doest unto me!' 

'Unto me!' but had the Vision 

Come to him in beggar's clothing, 

Come to medicant imploring, 

Would he then have knelt adoring, 

Or have listened with derision, 

And have turned away with loathing? 

Thus his conscience put the question, 

Full of troublesome suggestion, 

As at length, with hurried pace, 

Towards his cell he turned his face, 

And beheld the convent bright 

With a supernatural light, 

Like a luminous cloud expanding 

Over floor and wall and ceiling.  

But he paused with awe-struck feeling 

At the threshold of his door, 

For the Vision still was standing 

As he left it there before, 

When the convent bell appalling 

From its belfry calling, calling, 

Summoned him to feed the poor. 

Through the long hour intervening 
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It had waited his return, 

And he felt his bosom burn, 

Comprehending all the meaning, 

When the Blessed Vision said, 

'Hadst thou stayed, I must have fled!'  

   Ages and ages ago--so long in fact that it was almost as far away as yesterday--

darkness enveloped the Earth and men were groping for the light. Some there were who 

had found it and who undertook to show men the reflection thereof, and they were 

eagerly sought. Among them there was one who had been to the city of light for a little 

while and had absorbed some of its brilliancy. Straightway men and women from all 

over the land of darkness sought him. They journeyed thousands of miles because they 

had heard of this light; and when he heard that a company was traveling toward his 

house he set to work and prepared to give them the very best he had. He planted poles 

all around his house and put lights upon them so that his visitors might not hurt 

themselves in the darkness. He and his household ministered to their wants and he 

taught them as best he knew.  

   But soon some of his visitors murmured. They had thought to find him seated upon a 

pedestal radiant with celestial light. In fancy they had seen themselves worshipping at 

his shrine; but instead of the spiritual light they had expected they had caught him in the 

very act of stringing electric lights to illuminate the place. He did not even wear a 

turban or a robe, because the order to which he belonged had as one of its fundamental 

rules that its members must wear the dress of the country in which they lived.  

   So the visitors came to the conclusion that they had been tricked and swindled and 

that he had no light. Then they took up stones and stoned him and his household; they 

would have killed him had it not been that they feared the law, which in that land 

required an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. Then they went away again into the 

land of darkness and whenever they saw a soul headed towards the light they held up 

their hands in horror and said, "Do not go there; that is not true light, it is a jack- o-

lantern and it will lead you astray. We know there is absolutely no spirituality there." 

Many believed them and thus came to pass in that case, as so many times before, the 

saying that was written in one of their old books: "This is the condemnation, that light 

has come into the world, but men love darkness rather than light."  

   As it was in that far-away yesterday, so also it is today. Men are running hither and 

thither seeking for light. Often like Sir Launfal they travel to the ends of the Earth, 

wasting their whole lives seeking for the thing that they called "Spirituality," but 

meeting disappointment after disappointment. But just as Sir Launfal, having spent his 

whole life in vain search away from his home, finally found the Holy Grail right at his 

own castle gate, so every honest seeker after spirituality will, shall, and must find it in 

his own heart. The only danger is that like the company of seekers mentioned, he may 

miss it because he does not recognize it. No one can recognize true spirituality in others 

until he has in a measure evolved it in his own self.  

   It therefore may be well to try to settle definitely "What is Spirituality?" to give a 

guide whereby we may find this great Christ attribute. In order to do this we must leave 

our preconceived ideas behind, or we shall certainly fail. The idea most commonly held 

is that spirituality manifests through prayer and meditation; but if we look at our 

Savior's life we shall find that it was not an idle one. He was not a recluse. He did not 

go away and hide Himself from the world. He went among people, He ministered to 

their daily wants; He fed them when that was necessary; He healed them whenever He 
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had the opportunity, and He also taught them. Thus he was in the very truest sense of 

the word a servant of humanity.  

   The monk in "The Beautiful Legend" saw Him thus when he was engaged in prayer, 

rapt in spiritual ecstasy. But just then the convent bell struck the hour of twelve and it 

was his duty to go and imitate the Christ, feeding the poor who had gathered around the 

convent gate. Great indeed was the temptation to stay, to bathe in the heavenly 

vibrations; but there came the voice, "Do thy duty; that is best; leave unto thy Lord the 

rest." How could he have adored the Savior whom he saw feeding the poor and healing 

the sick while at the same time leaving the hungry poor to stand outside the convent 

gate waiting for him to perform his duties? It would have been positively wicked for 

him to have stayed there; and so the Vision said to him upon his return: "Hast thou 

stayed, I must have fled."  

- Max Heindel 

 

 

 

The "Mysterium Magnum" of the Rose Cross  
 

   Occasionally we get letters from students voicing their regret that they are alone in the 

study of the Rosicrucian Philosophy, that their husbands, wives, children or other 

relatives are unsympathetic or even antagonistic to the teachings, despite all efforts of 

the said student to interest favorably these friends and thus obtain companionship in 

their studies, or at least freedom to follow their bent. This friction causes them a certain 

amount of unhappiness according to their various temperaments, and we are asked by 

these students to advise them how to overcome the antagonism and convert their 

relatives. This we have done by personal letters and have been privileged to help 

conditions in not a few homes when our advice has been followed; but we know that 

frequently those who suffer most acutely are silent, and we have therefore decided to 

devote a little time to a discussion of the subject.  

   It is truly said, very truly, that "a little knowledge is a dangerous thing," and this 

applies with the same force to the Rosicrucian teachings as to any other subject. 

Therefore, the very first step is to find out if you have enough knowledge to be on the 

safe side. So let me ask the question: What is the Rosicrucian teaching which you are so 

anxious to have others share and to which they object? Is it the twin laws of 

"Causation" and "Rebirth?" They are excellent for explaining a great many problems of 

life, and they are a great comfort when the grim reaper appears and robs our home of 

some one near and dear. But then you must remember that there are many who do not 

feel the need of any explanation whatever. They are constitutionally as unfit to apply it 

as a deaf mute is to use the telephone. It is true that we work to better advantage when 

conscious of the law and its purpose, but let us take comfort from the fact that these 
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laws work for good to all whether they know it or not, and therefore this knowledge is 

not essential. They will suffer no great loss because they do not embrace this doctrine, 

and they may escape the danger incident to the possession of "a little knowledge."  

   In India where these truths are known and believed by millions, people make little 

effort at material progress because they know that they have endless time, and what they 

do not accomplish in this life may wait till the next or a later life. Many Westerners who 

have embraced the doctrine of rebirth have ceased to be useful members of their 

community by adopting a life of indolence, thereby bringing reproach on these so-called 

higher teachings. If your friends will have none of this teaching, leave them alone. 

Making converts is by no means the essential point of the Rosicrucian teaching. The 

Guardian of the Gate will not examine them as to knowledge, and he may admit some 

who are entirely ignorant of this matter and shut the door in the face of others who have 

devoted their lives to studying, lecturing on, and teaching these laws.  

   Then if the doctrines of "Causation" and "Rebirth" are unessential, what about the 

complex constitution of Man? Surely it is essential to know that we are not merely this 

visible body, but have a vital body to charge it with energy, a desire body to spend this 

force, a mind to guide our exertions in channels of reason, and that we are virgin spirits 

enmeshed in a threefold veil as egos. Is it not essential to know that the physical body is 

the material counterpart of the Divine Spirit, that the vital body is a replica of the Life 

Spirit, and that the desire body is the shadow of the Human Spirit, the mind forming the 

link between the threefold spirit and the threefold body?  

   No, it is not essential to know these things. Properly used, this knowledge is an 

advantage, but it may also be a very decided disadvantage in the case of those who have 

only "a little knowledge" in that direction. There are many such who are always 

meditating on "the higher self" while entirely forgetful of the many "lower selves" 

groaning in misery at their very doors. There are many who dream day and night of the 

time when they will take their daily soul flights as "invisible helpers" and ease the 

sufferings of the sick and sorrowful, yet would not spend a five cent car fare and an 

hour's time to bring a poor, friendless soul in a city hospital a flower and a word of 

cheer. Again I say that the Guardian of the Gate is more likely to admit him who did 

what he could than him who dreamed much and did nothing to help his suffering fellow 

man.  

If you could get people to study the Rosicrucian teachings about death and the life after, 

you would feel it important that they should also know about the silver cord remaining 

unbroken for a period approximately three and one-half days after the spirit has left the 

body, and that it must be left undisturbed while the panorama of its past life is being 

etched into the desire body to serve as arbiter of its life in the invisible world. You 

would like them to know all about the spirit's life in purgatory--how the evil acts of its 

life react upon it as pain to create conscience and keep it from repeating in a later life 

the acts that cause the suffering. You would have them know how the good acts of life 

are transmuted into virtues usable in later lives as set forth in our philosophy.  
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   You have no doubt been surprised at the assertion that a knowledge of the great twin 

laws in unessential. Probably the next assertion that it is immaterial whether others learn 

about the constitution of man as we know it may have scandalized you; and you will 

undoubtedly feel shocked to have it stated that the Rosicrucian teachings concerning 

death and the passing of the spirit into the unseen worlds are also comparatively 

unnecessary to the purpose we aim to accomplish. It really does not matter whether your 

relatives understand or believe in these teachings. So far as your own passing is 

concerned, an earnest request that they leave your body quiet and undisturbed for the 

proper period will probably be carried out to the letter, for people have an almost 

superstitious regard for such "last requests"; and if any of your friends pass over, you 

are there with your knowledge and can do the right thing for them. So never mind if 

they refuse to take up that part of the Rosicrucian teaching.  

   But the student may say, "If a knowledge of the before mentioned subjects which 

seems of such practical value is immaterial to advancement, then it follows that study of 

the Periods, Revolutions, World Globes, etc., is entirely so. That disposes of everything 

taught in the 'Cosmo' and there is nothing left of the Rosicrucian teaching which we 

have embraced and to which we have pinned our faith!  

   Is nothing left? Yes, indeed, ALL IS LEFT, for those things mentioned are only the 

husks which you must remove to get at the meat in the nut, the kernel of it all. You have 

read the "Cosmo" many times perhaps. Maybe you have studied it and feel proud of 

your knowledge of the world mystery, but have you ever read the mystery hidden in 

every line? That is the great and essential teaching, the one teaching to which your 

friends will respond, if you can find it and give it to them. The "Cosmo" preaches on 

every page THE GOSPEL OF SERVICE.  

   For our sakes Deity manifested the universe. The great creative Hierarchies have all 

been and some of them still are our servants. The luminous star angels, whose fiery 

bodies we see whirling through space, have worked with us for ages, and in due time 

Christ came to bring us the spiritual impetus needed at that time. It is also significant in 

the extreme that in the parable of the last judgment Christ does not say, "Well done, 

thou great and erudite philosopher, who knoweth the Bible, the Kabala, the "Cosmo" 

and all the other mysterious literature which reveals the intricate workings of nature" 

but He says, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant: * * * enter thou into the joy of 

thy lord. * * * * For I was an hungered, and you gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye 

gave me drink; * * * ." Not one single word about knowledge; the whole emphasis was 

laid upon faithfulness and service.  

   There is a deep occult reason for this: service builds the soul body, the glorious 

wedding garment without which no man can enter into the kingdom of the heavens, 

occultly termed "The New Galilee," and it does not matter whether we are aware of 

what is going on, so long as we accomplish the work. Moreover, as the luminous soul 

body grows in and around a person, this light will teach him or her about the Mysteries 

without the need of books, and one who is thus God-taught knows more than all the 

books in the world contain. In due time the inner vision will be opened and the way to 
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the Temple shown. If you want to teach your friends, no matter how skeptical they may 

be, they will believe you if you preach the gospel of service.  

   But you must preach by practice. You must become a servant of men yourself if you 

would have them believe in you. If you want them to follow, you must lead, or they will 

have the right to question your sincerity. Remember, "ye are a city upon a hill," and 

when you make professions they have a right to judge you by your fruits; therefore say 

little, serve much.  

   There are many who love to discuss the harmless, peaceful life at dinner, oblivious of 

the fact that the red roast on the table and the cigar in the mouth dull the effect. There 

are others who make a god of the stomach and would rather study dietetics than the 

Bible; they are always ready to buttonhole their friends and discourse upon the latest 

food fad. I knew one man who was at the head of an esoteric group. His wife was 

antagonistic to occultism and the meatless diet. He forced her to cook his vegetables at 

home, and told her that if she ever dared to bring meat into his kitchen or contaminate 

his dishes with it, he would pitch her and the dishes into the street, adding that if she 

must make a pig of herself she could go and get flesh food in a restaurant.  

   Is it to be wondered at that she judged the religion by the man and would have none of 

it? Surely he was to blame, being "his brother's keeper," and though this is an extreme 

case, it makes the lesson more obvious. It is to the everlasting praise of Mahomet that 

his wife became his first disciple, and it speaks volumes for his kindness and 

consideration in the home. His is an example we should all do well to follow if we 

would win our friends to the higher life, for though all religious systems differ 

outwardly the kernel of all is LOVE.  

- Max Heindel  

 

 

 

 

LETTER NO. 82 

September, 1917 

 

TAMING AN UNRULY MEMBER  

   As you probably know, we have here on Mt. Ecclesia a short service morning and 

evening, which includes a reading from the Bible. Mrs. Heindel and myself are very 

fond of reading from time to time the third chapter of James because we find there such 

an important lesson. I thought it might be well to call it to your attention, particularly 

because of an incident which happened here a short time ago that served to drive that 

lesson with great force into my consciousness. I believe that we shall all be able to 
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profit by taking that lesson to heart. Let me quote a few verses from the chapter 

mentioned, and then I shall tell you the incident to which I refer.  

   "If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the 

whole body. Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths that they may obey us; and we 

turn about their whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and 

are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 

whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth 

great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a 

world of iniquity; so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, 

and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell, For every kind of 

beast, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea is tamed, and hath been 

tamed of mankind: but the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 

poison. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which 

are made after the similitude of God. My brethren, these things ought not to be. For 

where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that 

is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of 

mercy and good fruits. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that 

make peace."  

   We have on Mt. Ecclesia several swarms of bees. Some time ago the gardeners were 

endeavoring to move a swarm from one place to another. The bees became enraged at 

this interference with their life and work; they stung their aggressors severely and 

painfully in a number of places. When this incident was reported to me and I thought it 

over, it struck me that there was in it a very important lesson. The bee loses its sting 

whenever it has stung, and then it dies. Just think of it! How strictly the law of justice 

deals with it! It automatically kills itself when harming anyone else. It is not an 

avenging God but its own act that brings the retribution. Just think of it!  

   If we died when we had stung others with sharp words, how many of us would be 

alive? And again, if we knew that we would die when we had stung, would we not curb 

our tongues to the benefit of ourselves and all others concerned.? This is surely an 

example that we may well take to heart and ponder repeatedly until we learn to snap our 

teeth together and keep our mouth closed whenever we are tempted to speak unkind 

words. If we can only do this, the time will come by and by when we shall cease to 

FEEL unkindly towards people, no matter what they do to us.  

   I can assure you in the case of Mrs. Heindel and myself, particularly since we came to 

Headquarters, that this chapter has been of more spiritual benefit to us than any other. It 

has helped us more than all the rest put together, though of course we are far, far from 

perfect yet. But what we have done, and what others have done with us here, is ample 

warrant for recommending this chapter to your earnest attention--coupled, perhaps, with 

the little story of the bees--for it will do as much for you if you read it and take it to 

heart one or twice a week.  

- Max Heindel 
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APHORISMS  

 FROM MAX H EINDEL'S WRITINGS  

  

As our body is the visible garment of the invisible ego, so does the 
visible fire clothe the true invisible fire. Fire and the ego are both spirits 

and both manifest under analogous laws.  

A good memory is one that forgets the faults of  others, but 

remembers the lessons.  

 A small man is always anxious for a big position because he feels 
that the position will confer dignity and prestige upon him, but there are 

ninety -nine chances that he will disgrace the position. A big man dignifies 
any position, big or little, by the efficient way he handles it.  

 No matter how high that ideal seems or how far below it we feel, 
Saints have realized it. They were men, and what man has done man 

can do again.  

THE LOST WORD--You cannot say it unless you ha ve first learned to 
live it.  

 PRAYER is magic incantation, but unless your life is a prayer, you 
will never get the answer.  

When you have set your goal, never harbor a thought of fear or 
failure, but cultivate an attitude of invincible determination to ac complish 

your object despite all obstacles, holding the thought of success 
constantly.  

The Black Grail feeds on evil, while the Holy Grail feeds on Love. If 

evil did not exist the powers of darkness would starve.  

 Prayer is like the turning on of the elec tric switch, that does not 
create the current but simply provides a channel through which the 
electric current may flow. In like manner prayer creates a channel 

through which the divine life and light pour itself into us for our spiritual 
illumination.  

 There is but one safe way to develop our latent faculties. No matter 

what anyone may say to the contrary, experience will prove that 
attainment to spiritual powers depends upon purification and unselfish 

aspiration; and that is what the mysteries taught in o lden times.  

 Nature is the symbolic expression of God. She does nothing 

gratuitously, but there is a purpose behind everything and every act.  

 It is one thing to go out in the mountains where there is no one to 
contradict or to jar upon our sensibilities a nd keep our poise; but it is 

another thing entirely to maintain our spiritual aspirations and keep our 
balance in the world where everything jars upon us; but when we stay on 

this path we gain a self -control which is unattainable in any other 
manner.  
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 When  we work and pray, and make our lives a living prayer for 

opportunities to serve others, then all earthly things will come of their 
own accord as we need them, and they will continue to come according to 

the degree that they are used in the service of God.  

 A great and wonderful allegory is written in cosmic characters in 

the sky. It is also written in our own lives, and warns us to forsake the 
fleeting life of the material and to seek the eternal life of God.  

 There can be no contradiction in nature, there fore the heart and 
mind must be capable of uniting. To indicate this common ground is 
precisely the purpose of this book; to show where and how the mind, 

helped by the intuition of the heart, can probe more deeply into the 
mysteries of being then either co uld alone, where the heart by union with 

the mind, can be kept from going astray, where each can have full scope 
for action, neither doing violence to the other, where both mind and heart 

can be satisfied.  

The Founder of the Christian Religion stated an o ccult maxim when 
He said, "Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 

little child, he shall not enter therein." (Mark 10). All occultists 
recognize the far -reaching importance of this teaching of Christ, and 

endeavor to live it day by day.  

 If, h aving knowledge and choice, man ranges himself on the side of 

good and right, he cultivates virtue and wisdom. If he succumbs to 
temptation and does wrong knowingly, he fosters vice.  

In service is the only true greatness. Yet no matter how efficiently we 

may serve, if we glory in our services, that self -glory is our only reward.  

 It should be our aim to think little of that which we do, to esteem 

ourselves as nothing, for no matter how well we work, none of us are 
able to serve God worthily even for one s ingle day. So HUMILITY in 

service should be our chief end and aim. The more thoroughly we can 
attain to that ideal, the smaller we are in our own eyes, the greater shall 

we be in the sight of God.  

 It is always easy to get people to do big things, where th ey are 
bolstered up by the dignity of the position. Lots of little men can always 

be found to fill the conspicuous places, for this man enjoys to have 
everybody bowing before him, but it takes a BIG MAN to do the little 

things, the things which are called menial, which are not menial for the 
personality dignifies the task.  

 No matter what people say to us or about us their words have no 
intrinsic power to hurt. It is our own mental attitude towards their 
utterances which determines the effect of their words  upon us for good or 

ill. Paul, when facing persecution and slander, testified that, "None of 
these things moved us."  

 
 



44 
 

STUDIES IN THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO - CONCEPTION  

 
 

The Visible and Invisible Worlds 

Their Inhabitants and  their Relation to Humankind 
 

 
Milky Way, JoeTuccione, Space.com. 

 

 

A Cycle of Lectures Given in Celebration of the 100
th

 Anniversary of ROSICRUCIAN 

COSMO CONCEPTION First Edition  

 

By Roberto Gomes da Costa 

President of the Chartered Center of Rio de Janeiro 

 

This article was begun in the 2010 SPRING  Issue. 

 

PART TWO  

THE DESIRE WORLD  



45 
 

 

INTRODUCTION  

The Desire World, like the others, has the 7 subdivisions called regions and through the 

cosmic forces present in those regions the living beings find incentive for doing and 

moving. Desires, emotions, aspirations, passions and feelings express themselves in the 

matter of the different regions of the Desire World, as forms expresses themselves in the 

Chemical Region of the Physical World. In the Desire World the distinction between 

matter and force it is not as clear as in the Physical World. If the law ruling the 

Chemical World is the inertia, a tendency of the matter to remain in status quo, it is not 

so in the Desire World, where matter itself is fluid and in unceasing motion. The Desire 

World is color and light, changing all the time, in which the forces of animal and human 

being intermingle with the forces of Hierarchies of spiritual beings which do not appear 

in the Physical World (COSMO CONCEPTION, Chapter I). 

The Desire World is in constant movement and it wouldnôt be different with the desire 

body of man, moving incredibly fast. The desire stuff, which in one moment is in the 

head, in the next instant will be at the feet and will keep moving permanently. The 

desire body of man, due to its time of evolution, does not have organs like the physical 

or vital bodies. There are, however, perception centers, looking like vortices and which 

keep the same position all the time, in spite of the continuous moving of desire stuff. In 

the major part of humanity, those centers are mere eddies and of no use as means of 

perception. Those centers are more developed in clairvoyants, voluntary or involuntary 

like the mediums. It is the direction of rotation of these centers, clockwise or 

counterclockwise, that differentiate the voluntary from the involuntary clairvoyants (See 

COSMO CONCEPTION, Chapter II, and ñTEMAS ROSACRUCES, Tomo IIò, El 

Mundo del Deseo). The desire body is rooted in liver, as the vital body is rooted in the 

spleen. The desire stuff, as said before, is permanently flowing through currents moving 

along curved lines to all the points in the desire body periphery which forms an ovoid  

and come back to the liver through a certain number of vortices. This happens to all 

beings with hot blood having feelings and emotions. These curved lines formed by 

desire stuff in continuous moving tint themselves according to the nature of emotions 

and feelings of their possessors. The humid emotions weôve mentioned in the preceding 

part of this work look like full clouds, with delicate and sparkling colors and hues. The 

http://www.rosicrucian.com/rcc/rcceng01.htm
http://www.rosicrucian.com/rcc/rcceng02.htm
http://www.kier.com.ar/libros.php?id_libro=631
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lower emotions show themselves as heavy and obscure colors and like fire lightening in 

case of anger or hate. In the case of appetites gratification the red color prevails, in hues 

that will vary according to the nature of these appetites, reaching at times the scarlet. 

The feeling that reduces the vibrations of the desire body, freezing it, is fear. Its effects 

are immediately felt in the desire body, creating lines of gray color, waving through the 

personôs aura. With the continuation of the process, the light and beauty of normal 

colors seem to be covered and hidden by this heavy and gray mist. In cases of extreme 

fright, the desire stuff freezes entirely, provoking eddies around the vortices. Max 

Heindel warns us against fear, as a great hindrance to soul grow. 

The emotions, feelings and all others forms made of desire stuff are under the dominion 

of two great forces ï Attraction and Repulsion, which act in a different way in the three 

denser Regions of the Desire World from that in which they act in the three upper 

Regions, while in the central Region, the fourth, is a neutral region, the Region of 

Feelings. In the fourth Region, interest or indifference provokes or not the action of one 

of the two forces (See the Regions of Desire World in Diagram 2). 

Only the Attraction Force acts in the three upper Regions of Desire World. The 

Attraction Force is also found in the lower Regions, where it works against the 

Repulsion Force, to balance its destructive action. In the densest Region of desire 

World, the region of the coarsest passions and desires, the Repulsion Force is stronger. 

In the Second Region, the Region of Impressionability, there is equilibrium between the 

two forces. The impressions generated by facts are neutral and result from the sensorial 

perceptions of the Vital Body. In the Third Region, the Region of Wishes, the Attraction 

Force is greater than the Repulsion Force. The wishes generated in the Third region are 

egoistic in nature. 

All forms in the Desire World tend to attract to itself other forms of the same nature to 

expand thereby. In the upper regions of the Desire World, this tendency finds adequate 

conditions to come through, due to the fact that only the Attraction Force is active and 

Good becomes stronger and grows without limits. In the First Region, evil would have 

the tendency to grow without limits were not the destructive action of the Repulsion 

Force. When a coarse desire form is attracted to another of the same nature, there is a 

disharmony in their vibrations, whereby one has a disintegrating effect upon the other. 

A good example is shown in COSMO CONCEPTION, when it describes the destructive 

action of a lie. The two descriptions of the same fact, one true and another false, act 

with mutual destructiveness one upon the other. 
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Diagram 2 gives a comprehensive idea of the seven Worlds which are the sphere of our development, 

but we must carefully keep in mind that these Worlds are not placed one above another, as shown in 

the diagram. They inter-penetrate--that is to say, that as in the case where the relation of the Physical 

World and the Desire World was compared, where we likened the Desire World to the lines of force in 

freezing water and the water itself to the Physical World, in the same way we may think of the lines of 

force as being any of the seven Worlds, and the water, as in our illustration, would correspond to the 

next denser World in the scale. 
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By this reason, evil cannot be fought if the intention is to destroy it, because another 

form is generated in the lower regions of Desire World, where the Repulsion Force is 

prevailing. Evil must be transmuted into good, by means of emotions generated in the 

higher regions of the Desire World, where there is only the Attraction Force. We must 

always seek the good in evil things. The intention any one has to face this situation is a 

form of desire stuff made of material from the Fourth Region. If our attitude is of 

indifference, there is no intention and the subject does not reach our conscience. If our 

attitude is of interest, the nature of our intention will determine the quality of desire 

stuff to be used. The intention to destroy leads to a form using desire stuff from the 

lower regions. The intention to find the good in the evil actions will lead to a form using 

desire stuff from the higher regions. 

One of the remarkable characteristics of our evolution process is the strong presence of 

duality in our lives, forcing us to make choices, at every moment. This also happens 

with the feeling of indifference, which can make contributions to our development, in a 

positive or negative way. Negative, when we waste an opportunity for a good deed and 

we sin by omission. Positive, when we are tested and indifference can be a god strategy 

to ñlead us not into temptationò, because the intention to fight against it can arouse the 

kind of emotions we are trying to avoid. 

 

ACTIVITIES OF LIFE  

The activities of human Ego, in waking consciousness, are of great intensity in the 

Desire World, in the present stage of human evolution, as described in the Chapter II of 

COSMO CONCEPTION, from which we have extracted a résumé. 

As Egos, we observe, trough our senses, the impressions made by the external world 

upon our Vital Body. We observe also the feelings and emotions generated by these 

impressions on the Desire Body. All these impressions, feelings and emotions, reflected 

through our mind, reach the Egoôs consciousness.  

From the mental images thus produced and with the help of our own mind we make our 

conclusions. These conclusions are ideas. With our will power we project these ideas 

through our mind. Clothed with mental stuff extracted from the Region of Concrete 

Thought, these ideas take concrete shape as thought forms. 

 

The mind is like a projecting lens of a movie projector. The mental image is projected in 

one of the following directions, according to the will of the thinker that ensouls the 

thought form: 

1 ï The image can be projected against the desire body to arouse the feeling which will 

lead to immediate action. The aroused feeling may be of interest or indifference. If the 

feeling aroused is indifference,  it depends upon the spiritual energy contained in the 

http://www.rosicrucian.com/rcc/rcceng02.htm
http://www.rosicrucian.com/rcc/rcceng02.htm
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thought form whether it will be able to compel action or not, leaving in the last case a 

weak impression in the reflecting ether when its energy has been nullified.  

If the feeling aroused is interest, one of the two twin forces, Attraction or Repulsion, 

will be stirred up. In case of Attraction being the force aroused, it seizes the thought, 

adds life to it and clothes it with desire stuff, making it able to act in the etheric brain, 

propelling the vital force through the voluntary nervous system and voluntary muscles 

to perform the desired action. 

In case of Repulsion being the force aroused there will be a struggle between the will of 

man and the desire body, a struggle between the higher and lower natures. The spiritual 

force, in spite of resistance established by the repulsion force, will seek to clothe the 

thought form in the desire stuff needed to manipulate the voluntary nervous system and 

muscles. If the spiritual force is stronger than the repulsion force, the action will be 

performed, leaving in the memory a vivid impression of the struggle and the victory. If 

the Repulsion Force is stronger, the action will not be performed and an impression of 

the process is also impressed in memory for future use. 

The mastery of the desire body by the will of man is related in the parable of impotent 

man, described in Chapter 5 of St. Johnôs Gospel, of great interest for those following 

the mystic side of spiritual development, but equally important to all aspirants to higher 

life. 

According to this story, there was a pool in Bethesda having five ñporchesò. At intervals 

an angel came and troubled the water. The first person who stepped into the water after 

the angel had stirred it was made whole of whatever disease afflicting him. There was a 

man who had a disease for 38 years, but was never able to be the first one to step into 

the pool. Someone else always got into the water before him. Christ cured the man and 

told him to go his way and sin no more lest a worse thing come upon him.  

The five porches represent the five physical senses, through which contacts with the 

physical world are made and emotions aroused in consequence. The angel who stirred 

the water is a highest spiritual force which, while it is in our emotional nature, will cure 

any and all diseases. Thus, while our pool of Bethesda is being troubled (higher 

vibrations), our diseases disappear. But the man in the story could not get into the water 

soon enough. He had flashes of higher emotional activity, but before he could derive 

any benefit from them, a physical or lower emotion, symbolized by another man, would 

step in before him. This is quite common to happen to us. We have a beautiful and lofty 

ideal, but it does not last too much time before another thought or emotion of lower or 

egoistic nature, related to our ideal takes its place, driving us back to our original 

 

 position of waiting for the angel to stir up again the pool. Max Heindel described this 

situation as the one in which we think we have pure gold, but in fact we have a less 

valued alloy. But when the Christ is formed within us, He will cure our sins. But He 
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tells us that if we do not cease committing the sin that caused the disease, it will come 

again upon us, as a reference to the Law of Cause and Effect, which decrees that we 

must reap as we sow, because we must always walk in harmony with the Laws of God. 

2 ï When the mental images of impacts from without do not call for immediate action, 

these images may be projected upon the reflecting ether, together with the thoughts 

originated by them, to be used in some future time.  

3 ï A third way of using a thought form is when the thinker projects it toward another 

mind to act as a suggestion or to provide information, as in telepathy. 

When the designed for a thought form has been accomplished or its energy exhausted, it 

gravitates back to his (her) creator, bearing with it an indelible record of all the process. 

The success or failure is registered on the negative atoms of the reflecting ether of the 

creator, where it forms that part of the record of the thinkerôs life, known as sub-

conscious memory. This memory has an important role in the evaluation of manôs life in 

his post-mortem state, where the twin forces of Attraction and Repulsion also plays a 

preponderant role, as it will be described afterwards.  

The conscious and sub-conscious memories are related to one life experiences. There is 

also a super conscious memory, storing all the faculties and knowledge obtained in 

previous lives. This memory is engraved in the Life Spirit, the spiritual counterpart of 

the vital body. It manifests in our lives as character and conscience. 

From the experiences lived by the human being derives the building of a triple soul (See 

Diagram 5 of COSMO CONCEPTION): 

 

Emotional Soul   - extract from the Desire Body   - feeds the Human Spirit 

Intellectual Soul   - extract from the Vital Body      - feeds the Life Spirit 

Conscious Soul - extract from the Dense Body   - feeds the Divine Spirit. 
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THE DESIRE WORLD AND THE ARCHANGELS  

The Archangels Hierarchy acts mainly in the Desire World, in the same way that the 

Angels act in the Etheric Region. In the Desire World we can find also the humanity, at 

night, during the sleeping period, and in the interval between rebirths, in its post-

mortem existence. 

The Archangels are the ñhumanityò of Sun Period, the second Cosmic Day of Evolution 

of our Solar System. As in any other life wave, there are the more and the less advanced 

in their evolution, but the Divine Plan provides opportunities for all to evolve. Some 

Archangels became Race Spirits, guiding and taking care of human nations or races, 

other Archangels work as Group Spirits, taking care of and guiding animal species. 
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Archangel Michael, Guido Reni 

Santa Maria della Concezione dei Cappuccini, Rome, 1630 

 

The Archangels that are guiding peoples and nations do that in during peaceful days but 

also in days of war. The sacred literature show cases in which an Angel leads His 

people to fight another people guided by another Archangel and one of them allows that 

the other people are winners, because that was a necessary lesson to be learned by the 

latter. The Good is always the ultimate goal to be attained. 

The division of mankind in different nations and peoples was necessary to form 

evolving groups more homogeneous but, at the same time, brought the inconvenient of 

promoting a strong separation between all those groups and stimulating fights, envy and 

hate with one another. One of the consequences of all these struggles and disharmony 

was that, in the past, the Regions of Soul Life, Soul Light and Soul Power are almost 

inhabited by human beings, because they seldom were able to make a good deed. 
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Raffaello Sanzio da Urbino (1483 ς1520) 

Transfiguration, 1520. 
 

wŀǇƘŀŜƭΩǎ Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

Baroque style shows the direction his art was taking in his final yearsτmore proto- Baroque than 

Mannerist.   

Christ is the Highest Initiate of the Archangels Hierarchy and none, save Him, is 

qualified to bring the relief that shall fully meet our needs. His Mission will be described 

in the last part of this work. But we may mention now that a tremendous spiritual impact 

was caused by Christ when He diffused His own Desire Body throughout our planet, 

thereby cleansing it from all the vile influences which had grown under the regime of 

Race Spirits. Being urged by Him to follow the ways of love and service, human beings 

became able to function in the Higher Regions of Desire World, after death and 

sometimes during their sleep. Christ gave us a command, essential to human 

redemption and able to unify all human beings: to preach the Gospel and to heal the 

sick, symbolizing the two developing poles that humanity will use, respectively the 

rational side, through the mind and the devotional one, through the heart. 
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THE MOMENT OF DEATH 

In Western World, death is a traumatizing event, because a great number of people 

see death as the end of everything, differently from a much smaller number of people 

that consider death as a moment of transition in a process which culminates in rebirth 

as a new starting point. There are a good number of religions, especially the oriental 

ones, adopting the theory of rebirth. In the Western World, which is still in the 

leadership of technological development, to believe in rebirth is far from being the 

dominant thought, even in the Christian Religions, what suggests some kind of 

correlation between the rejection of laws of Consequence and Rebirth and material 

development. The COSMO CONCEPTION, in its Chapter IV, gives us the clue to solve 

this question, when talks about wine as a factor in evolution. When humanity have 

reached the present epoch of evolution, the Arian Epoch, and has to face consciously 

the existence of the Physical World, found out extremely adverse conditions, especially 

having as a reference the present conditions of life in the world. Since then, the 

material progress has grown exponentially and life conditions became much more 

amenable than the conditions prevailing in a remote past. Besides that, the acquisition 

of conscience in the Physical World has been premature, as we have tried to show in 

the precedent part of this work, when we talked about the Lucifer Spirits. And, last but 

not the least, the memory of consciousness of the inner worlds was still very vivid in 

humanity at that moment. Then, the only way in which an appreciation of concrete 

physical existence could be aroused in man was by depriving him of the memory of his 

higher, spiritual existence for a few lives. The knowledge of the Laws of Rebirth and 

Cause and Effect was not convenient for the human being, at that moment, because it 

would reduce or even eliminate the interest of man in conquering the material world. A 

new product was added to the human meal, the wine, because of its restrictive effect 

on the spiritual principle of man. This procedure was approved by Christ, being 

meaningful that His first act was to change water into wine, as related in Johnôs Gospel. 

The evolutionary needs are now different. Humankind has reached a higher level of 

material development, notwithstanding its usage is mainly directed to the richest 

classes and the wealth distribution is not even. The prevalence of materiality over 

spirituality is the main source for those distortions and it is more and more necessary 

that humanity reconciles itself with the knowledge of the laws of rebirth and 

consequence. With this knowledge, humanity would be able to understand more clearly 

the evolutionary process, to collaborate with it and to become free of a very sour 

materialism, a hindrance to its spiritual progress. 

When death occurs, the higher vehicles, vital body, desire body and mind, are seen to 

leave the dense body with a spiral movement, taking with them the soul of one dense 

atom. This dense atom not only remains stable during all life in Earth, but it is has been 

and it will be a part of every dense body of this Ego during its evolution, since the 

beginning of Period of Saturn. This dense atom, by this reason, is called the seed 

atom. During life, the seed atom is situated in the left ventricle of the heart, near the 

apex. 

http://www.rosicrucian.com/rcc/rcceng04.htm
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Each of the four vehicles of human being has a seed atom. The seed atom of the vital 

body is located in the solar plexus, when man is in a state of waking consciousness. 

The seed atom of the desire body is located in the vortex of the liver, when man is in 

waking consciousness and the seed atom of the mind is located in the frontal sinus. 

The four seed atoms are linked by a chord, called silver chord, composed of three 

segments: one segment of mental stuff, linking the seed atom of mind to the seed atom 

of desire body; another one of desire stuff, linking the seed atom of desire body to the 

seed atom of vital body and a third one of ether, linking the seed atom of vital body to 

the seed atom of dense body (Temas Rosacruzes, volume II). Animals have also a 

silver chord, but the segment of mental stuff is connected to an Archangel, the Group 

Spirit, belonging to Him.  

There is a great similarity between the processes of sleeping and death. In both 

processes, the Ego is seen leaving its body taking with him (her) the higher vehicles, 

the mind and the desire body. The Ego takes with him (her) also the silver chord and, 

attached to it, the seed atoms of vital body, desire body and mind. During sleep, the 

vital body remains close to the dense body. In the case of Invisible Helpers, their higher 

ethers get out with the Ego, making the Helper conscious and able to function in the 

inner worlds. The silver chord maintains its integrity, in this case. 

When death occurs, as a result of a collapse of archetypal forces responsible for life, 

the vital body leaves the body together with the higher vehicles. The silver chord 

breaks off in the junction of heart and it leaves also the dense body. The Ecclesiastes, 

when talking about death, in its Chapter 12, says: ñor ever the silver chord be 

loosedéThen shall the dust return to the earth as it was; and the Spirit shall return 

unto God who gave it.ò The connection of the etheric segment with the desire stuff 

segment is kept, after death, for three and a half days, to allow the reading of the 

previous life panorama by the Ego. This connection looks like two figure sixes 

reversed, as it is described in COSMO CONCEPTION. The images of previous life are 

registered in light and reflecting ethers, which are connected to the seed atom of dense 

body. The reading of these images, the previous life panorama, is accomplished by the 

Ego, while these images are impressed in the desire body, in reverse order, that is to 

say, from the old age to the infancy. During the reading, the Ego feels nothing about 

the images, being merely a spectator. All these images will form a basis for the 

activities to be developed by the Ego in the Purgatory and First Heaven, where he 

(she) will reap the fruits of all experiences he (she) had in the past life. When the 

resistance of vital body reaches a limit, it becomes paralyzed and it follows the rupture 

of the silver chord at the point where the two sixes unite. The vital body returns to the 

dense body but no longer interpenetrates it, decaying synchronously with the dense 

body.  

The occultists recommend that, during the above mentioned three and half days, the 

body should be kept in a silent and harmonious place, avoiding lamentations and 

noise, where the Ego may make a calm and deep retrospection of its life. When he 

(she) wakes up, there always will be friends and angelic assistants by its side. He (she) 

will never be alone. After this period of three and a half days, Max Heindel 

recommends the cremation of the body, for sanitary reasons.  
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If noise and lamentations should be avoided near the lifeless body, what to say of the 

growing practice, due to the development of medical techniques, of organs removal for 

transplanting. Medical doctors say that, for a successful transplant, the heart must still 

be beating. For occultists, this means that the donor is still living. To make feasible the 

transplants, medical doctors defined the encephalic death. This is diagnosed when 

there is irreversible absence of the brain stem functions, determined by a clinical 

examination. This practice of collecting vital organs from patients diagnosed as dead 

by encephalic death was argued by a number of catholic specialists in a meeting 

sponsored by the Vatican, in February of 2005. Some critics of this practice call the 

attention to the fact that the complete absence of brain activity does not mean 

necessarily the real death of the patient, what is in concordance with the Rosicrucian 

Teachings. Besides that, patients with encephalic death may still feel pain when its 

organs are taken off for donation. In May, 2000, the Royal College of Anaesthetics 

Magazine recommended, in its editorial, that the donors should be anaesthetized 

before the surgical operation to extract vital organs, considering the arbitrariness of 

criteria used to declare an encephalic death.  

ñThe original seed atom of a recipient of a transplanted heart, we believe, would remain 

with the etheric counterpart of his original heart, which continues a part of its vital body. 

We also believe it likely that, once a heart transplant has taken place, the Angelic 

Beings in charge of such matters would transfer the recipientôs seed atom to the apex 

of the donorôs heart, which now is pumping blood through the recipientôs bodyò 

(Pamphlet of Rosicrucian Fellowship on organs transplants). Before the donorôs heart 

is transferred to recipientôs chest, it is filled with recipientôs blood, product of the 

recipientôs Ego, an important point to the success of transplant. 

Normally, the encephalic death is an outcome of an accident that deprived the person 

from its life, before it occurs by natural causes. In natural death, the archetype stops its 

vibration but, in a provoked death, the archetype continues to vibrate until the moment 

in which the natural death is planned to occur. In the provoked death, the higher 

vehicles are maintained, but there is no more a dense body to accomplish the activities 

in the Physical World and the archetype of this body, in the Region of Concrete 

Thought, persists as an empty mold. 

The Rosicrucian Fellowship students do not approve vital organs transplants in which it 

is a requisite that the heart is still beating at the moment of its removal, by the following 

reasons. 

From the donorôs point of view, to have the heart removed still beating characterizes a 

provoked death, in spite of the fact that death (from an occultistôs point of view) would 

be inevitable as a consequence of encephalic death. According to the Rosicrucian 

Teachings the recently dead person needs tranquility to concentrate itself in its past life 

panorama reading and feels when its body is perturbed, because the silver chord has 

not yet been broken where the two sixes unite and where is located the vital body seed 

atom. The surgical procedure needed to remove the heart interferes, brutally, in the 

Egoôs concentration on its past life panorama, preventing him (her) to have all the 

benefits that this task was designed to provide. 
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From the recipientôs point of view, the utilization of a transplanted organ does not help 

him (her) to build an archetype of a better organ for next life. The ability to do that 

would be an outcome of the spiritual progress it would be able to develop in present 

life. If he (she) does not correct the spiritual reason for having a debility in the organ 

concerned, it is probable that similar or worse troubles will occur in a forthcoming life. It 

is a known fact that it happens to occur a change in recipientôs personality after the 

transplant. In our opinion, this is possibly explained by the fact that the archetype of 

donorôs life keeps vibrating until the natural death is expected to occur. These 

vibrations may reach the recipient, possibly influencing its personality. 

On the other hand, the motivating factor that leads a person to be a voluntary donor, 

when this person is still living, will give this person a credit in the Universal Bank in 

Heavens. The usual form of compensation, provided by the Recording Angels, for 

those Egos who had problems in concentration and fail to have an adequate 

retrospection of its past life, is to cause him (her) die as a child, as described in 

COSMO CONCEPTION. Therefore, the child has no purgatorial existence and goes 

straightforward to the First Heaven, to be taught by friends, in order to compensate the 

lost of its past life experience. 

 

THE PURGATORY 

 

The three lower regions of Desire World form the so called Purgatory. Its mission is to 

eradicate the bad habits acquired during previous lives, by making impossible its 

gratification. Besides that, the Purgatory experience deals with the specific actions of 

evil nature practiced by the Ego during its past life. The images of past life panorama 

were impressed in the desire body. This panorama is presented to the Ego in reverse 

order, in order to show the cause that has produced the effect. The person suffers 

exactly what he (she) made others suffer being dishonest, cruel and intolerant and so 

on. Through this suffering, it learns to behave kindly, honestly and with tolerance to 

others. Furthermore, the clearer the images were etched in his (her) desire body, the 

more efficient will be the conscience formation process. This is the main reason to 

keep an environment of peace and harmony during the three and half days that 

succeed death. Nobody should be afraid of Purgatory, because it is really an hospital to 

the soul, in which people morally sick receive the necessary care to restore their 

health. The treatment may be too painful for those which keep themselves firmly 

attached to their vices and bad habits and resist to the action of centrifugal force trying 

to liberate those people from the lower desire stuff which are responsible for feeding 

those bad habits and vices. But there are angelic and human helpers trying to give 

comfort to them in their suffering. As long as the Ego get rid of this lower desire stuff 

from its desire body and starts to think in a constructive and spiritual manner, its 

wishes, hopes and desires get better. These new conditions make him (her) able to 

rise to the First Heaven, the higher regions of Desire World, where the Attraction force 

is the only force present in those regions, making it possible to build a world of beauty 

and order. 
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The Gate of Purgatory, painted by William Blake  

 

The experience in purgatory is etched in the seed atom of desire body as the essence 

of past life, proportioning to the Ego, in future lives, a more active consciousness which 

will allow him (her) to behave righteously and mercifully.  

The Elder Brothers of Rose Cross, with an ardent desire to help humanity, designed an 

exercise which reproduces, during life, the conditions of Purgatory and First Heaven. It 

is the Retrospection Exercise, whose procedure we recommend to be carefully read in 

the COSMO CONCEPTION. This exercise consists of thinking over the happenings of 

the day after retiring at night. We must review each incident of the day, in reverse 

order, trying to reproduce the same conditions of Nature. In this revision, we should 

take note of the moral aspects, considering whether we act rightly or wrongly, in each 

particular case. We should blame ourselves for wrong doing but also approve of the 

good we have done. When we realize the wrong of certain habits and determine to 

eradicate them still in this life, we are expunging the pictures of them from the sub-

conscious memory and making it not necessary to face them in the purgatory after 

death. By this procedure, the Ego will have an extra time in the Desire World to serve 

his (her) brothers, using its conquered talents during its preceding life. By this manner, 

the Ego is accomplishing in one life what he (she) is expected to do in perhaps two 

lives. 

 

THE BORDERLAND 

There is a class of people for which the post-mortem existence is particularly empty 

and monotonous: the business human being, so absorbed in his (her) activities that he 

(she) thought nothing of the higher life and of the actions leading to soul growth, the 

actions aiming at serving their brothers in God. Those people may live a good life, 

following honest and moral standards which may keep them free from vices and bad 

habits that make people suffer in Purgatory but, as they did not do actions leading to 

soul growth, they will not feel any joy at the First Heaven. They go to the Fourth Region 

of Desire World, the Borderland, an intermediate region between the Purgatory and 
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First Heaven, a region where feeling is more intense. Due to their lack of interest in 

higher emotions, what they feel is a great monotony. But this condition leads them to 

learn the lesson that they need to fill their lives with activities of real value. The 

materialist that denies God and thinks that death is the end of everything, is in a 

pitiable condition. He (she) realizes its error but, as he (she) always denied spirituality, 

thinks that he is suffering a great hallucination and remains in this condition until 

suffering brings him (her) some enlightenment. 

THE FIRST HEAVEN 

After leaving the Borderland, the Ego rises to the three higher regions of Desire World, 

where the results of its suffering are incorporated to the seed atom of the desire body  

as consciousness. Then the panorama of past life unrolls itself again before the Ego, 

backwards, showing only the good acts of its life. The Ego lives then all the joy of right 

doing and feels all the gratitude he (she) deserves from those he (she) has served or 

helped, in the same manner that the Ego will feel again all the gratitude he (she) felt 

when he (she) have been helped.  The First Heaven is a place of joy, without any 

bitterness. All have the opportunity to build, through their thoughts, the things that could 

not be done in Earth for benefic purposes. 

The human beings which die as children have a beautiful life in the First Heaven. The 

plasticity of desire stuff and the fact that Desire World is the world of color make it easy 

the building of marvelous living toys for those children. At the same time, their 

instruction is not neglected and the children are grouped into classes, according to their 

temperaments. As the desire body of these children was not quickened yet, the Ego 

goes directly to the First Heaven to return to Earth in a new life, with the same desire 

body and mind. If the Ego in the life previous to the one in which it dies as a child has 

died in conditions in which the reading of the panorama was disturbed by lamentations 

or by a violent death, this Ego will have its compensation in the First Heaven. He (she) 

will be helped by friends to learn the lessons that were lost by a weak etching on the 

desire body.  

In all Worlds, Godôs Justice is always present, nourished by Its Infinite Love.   

 

 
SANCTUM INTIME by Ellen Lórien 
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ASTRAL RAY  

 

Johfra and the Signs of the Zodiac 

 

 
Johfra Bosschart in Vezere France, June 1990 

 

This is the second  in a series of articles on the twelve signs of the zodiac as conceived 

and painted by the Dutch artist Johfra, coupled with his personal commentary.  

 

 Johfra, deceased in 2000, studied the Rosicrucian teachings.  Thanks to this association, 

his wife, Ellen Lorien, has graciously granted the Rays from the Rose Cross permission 

to reprint his artwork and text. 

 

From Rays from the Rose Cross Magazine ( November-December, 2000 to March-

April, 2001 
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Cancer  
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CANCER, THE CRAB , is a negative sign, water in generation. The sun is in Cancer 

around 22 June, just after its highest point at the beginning of summer, the period of 

growth. The moon rules Cancer.  

 

 

The correct symbol for this sign is not, as commonly  commonly illustrated, the rather 

large crab but the small hermit crab whose behavior more effectively expresses the 

character of this sign. The hermit crab puts its weak hindquarters in abandoned snail 

shells for protection. If it grows too big for the shell then it goes in search of a bigger 

one and quickly rehouses itself. From this secure position, the creature lies in wait for 

its prey which it grabs quickly with its large claws and pulls into its house to polish off 

at leisure. 

 

 
 

The sideways or oblique backwards movement typical of crabs is also illustrative of this 

star sign. 

 

These two main characteristics show the psychological insight of the ancient astrologers 

in choosing the crab as symbol for the natives of this sign. The experiences collected 

under Gemini are consolidated, classified and advanced under Cancer. Cancer is a 

collector, at every level. At the material level, the Cancer native collects beautiful 

things; at the emotional levelðand he is emotional by natureðhe gains deep 

experiences. Mentally, he collects knowledge in a scientific fashion and spiritually he 

tries to gain insight into the basis of the existence of things. His fixed point is his house, 

his castle, to which he always retreats at the end of each foray with his newly obtained 

treasure. Here he is surrounded by everything he has collected during his existence. He 

is domestic by nature and convivial. 

 

The rapid retreat into protective armor at a sign of danger is characteristic of the 

tortoise, too, which explains why this animal was used as symbol for Cancer in ancient 

Babylon (1).  

 

The backwards locomotion of the crab relates to the way the Cancer native gladly loses 

himself in the past. He lives in a state of historical awareness and, looking back, can 

appreciate the continuity of events. Hence the representation of the sign in ancient 

America as the feathered snake that moves backwards. To the Chi-nese, it was the 



64 
 

cross-section of a tree whose yearly rings provide its history. I have included all these in 

the paintingôs frame. 

 

 

 
 

The crab itself sits on its treasures which are hidden in an iron chest that it has safely 

buried under the sand (2). It reaches out to the moon, the ruling planet (more of this 

later). Hands emerge from the frame to grab the jewels and precious stones, mainly 

aquamarines and moonstones, the moonôs jewels, the precious things collected on the 

material level (3). 

 

 
 

I have chosen the pearl to represent the acquisition of emotional experiences; it is the 

classic symbol of suffering that leads to insight. A pearl is by way of being a symptom 

of illness in the oyster. Should a foreign bodyða stone or fragment of shellðenter the 

oysterôs shell, its weak, sensitive body is irritated and it reacts by covering the alien 

object with layer upon layer of pearl, so smoothing it and making it less painful. In this 

way suffering brings about the growth of a beautiful jewel (4).  

 

Next to this open oyster the Kephera, the holy scarab beetle of ancient Egypt, rolls a 

pearl up the slope (5). There is double symbolism here. The scarab (scarabeus) is a 

beetle that lays its egg in manure which it has first kneaded into a ball. It then rolls the 

ball into a hole already dug for the purpose. Safe under the earth, and provided with 

plenty of food, the egg in the manure eventually develops into a new beetle. The ancient 

Egyptians did not know that an egg had already been laid in the manure and thought 
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that a beetle had created itself from the rotting matter: spontaneous generation 

(generatio spontanae). Many of the ancients believed that life appeared spontaneously 

from dead matter without the usual implanting process being first involved. This is why 

the dung beetle Kephera was also seen as a shadow of the godhead who constantly 

recreated himself. In this case, the ball of dung was the golden sun which Kephera 

rolled every day across the path of the heavens from east to west. It was the ultimate 

symbol of rebirth, the constantly self-renewing life using the power of Ra, the sun. 

 

 Because consciousness develops and revives through grief, I have substituted a pearl 

for the ball of dung, so turning the sun symbol into a moon symbol because the sea and 

all that lives in it, just like the soul, are bound to a great extent to the moon. This is not 

only because the moon has the greatest influence over the ebb and flow of the tides, but 

also because many creatures of the sea clearly follow the lunar cycle in their sexual 

behavior. There is a complex interplay between the moon, procreation and the sea. The 

moon is the giver of form and rules over implantation and growth. She is directly 

concerned with the primordial matter, the primordial ocean from which all is formed 

and, more substantially, with the sea from which life evolved. The ocean is mother to us 

all. She is called Mara, the Bitter one. She is Mater materia and Mary, Mother of God, 

just as she is Maya, Buddhaôs mother. These are all aspects of the same principle 

coming from Binah, the primordial mother on the left-hand pillar of form in the 

cabbalistic tree of life. 

 

Next to the moon I have drawn her material revelation in the form of Diana or Artemis, 

the chaste goddess of hunting and the animal kingdom, the eternal virgin. She represents 

the most spiritual aspect of the planet (6).  

 

Let us now say something more about the attitude of the Cancer native to the spiritual, 

outside this world of inner feeling which, because of the rule of the moon, we have 

explored rather more deeply. There is a series of symbols in the top left-hand corner of 

the painting, in variously shaped alcoves.  

 

The most general ones are right at the top: the key and the keyhole (7). Here they 

represent the Mysteries (quite apart from their popular psychoanalytical symbolism for 

sexuality). I shall say nothing more than that the four emblems following on from this 

form the key to the universe. Specifically, they are the four suits of the Tarot, which 

always make up the attributes, the ómagic weapons,ô of ritual magic. The staff 

represents the element of fire, (8) the goblet that of water (9), the sword air (10) and the 

pentacle with its inscribed pentagram the element of earth (11). According to classical 

tradition, these elements together make up the astral formulae according to which all 

things are tuned in the universe. If the magician controls these powers then he possesses 

the key to creation and he is depicted as the King of the World in the orb to the right 

(12). Here too comes regulation, classification, with which man tries to get a grip over 

the numerous revelations. 

 

Right over to the left is the Ankh cross, Egyptian symbol of immortality (13). Under it 

is a small triangle that points downward: the alchemical symbol for the element of water 

(14). 

 

Top right, as a magic emblem, is the planetary seal of the moon (15) with the snake that 

moves backwards under it (16). 
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Leo  
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LEO, THE L ION, is a positive sign: fire in being, because this is the second fire sign, 

Aries being the first. The sun stands in Leo from 23 July to 22 August and is also the 

ruler of the sign. 

 

 
 

After becoming aware of dualism (under Gemini) and with this awareness collecting 

experiences (Cancer), the accent under Leo falls on the relationship between self and 

non-self. Or rather, one might say, the accent falls totally on the self which takes the 

centre of the stage in Leo, the selfôs surroundings being the theatre where the Leo native 

performs with distinction. Hence my positioning of the lion in the centre of the 

composition, sharing the centre with the ruling sun. The lion, just like the sun, shines 

out over good and bad. He is the Royal Heart (1) because Leo and the sun rule the 

human heart. He brings a festive, luxuriant touch to his surroundings. 

 

He bathes everything in a golden light, gold being the sunôs metal, hence the richly 

decorated gold border. But this sign also has its particular afflictions. The egocentricism 

of the Leo native can make him prey to vanity and ambition and can make him 

tyrannize his surroundings. Then, like all sun heroes in mythology, he has to fight both 

the lion in himself and other animals too (as Hercules did) that are put in his path as 

obstacles to be overcome. This classic fight is shown in the right forefront of the 

landscape where Hercules, or Samson, is involved in a deadly tussle with his own 

negative Leo power (2). If he wins he will become the sun god Apollo who bewitches 

the whole world with the beautiful music of his lyre (3). 

 

The regality of this sign is brought out in the luxuriant landscape with its majestic 

palms, erect cypresses, unflowers and citrus bushes. These plants all come under the 

dominion of the sun, as does the oak in the right foreground. This hollow oak has 

another significance which I must explain since it involves one of the deepest, most 

fundamental mysteries of virtually all religions: the birth of the self-sacrificing Sun 

God. There is a wide-spread common myth, however much it may differ in form and 

presentation, which seems to express one and the same idea. All these stories concern a 

risen being, born of a human (frequently a virgin) and absorbed into a godhead. This 

dual being houses the human as well as the godly. During his period on earth he has to 

perform various tasks and in so doing he symbolically overcomes his baser nature. In 

the end he dies after completing his work; then, however, he is aroused from death and 

ascends to heaven, completely deified. During this process, the hero is betrayed, 

frequently imprisoned, locked up or buried. The godly part appears to die, yet it lives on 

secretly because of its eternal nature. This immortality is later revealed in the 
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resurrection which is manifested at different levels: during the course of the year plant 

growth apparently dies yet the plant goes on secretly living underground to burst out 

again in its full glory in the new spring. Then again, at a high spiritual level, we are told 

that the Creator imprisons himself in his creation and descends to earth to transform this 

material revelation, working out from the inside, then returning it from its nadir to its 

original state. In one of these stories, Osiris (light) is betrayed by his twin brother Seth 

(darkness) and tricked into a chest that is soldered with lead and committed to the Nile. 

In Jesusô case, he is betrayed by Judas, killed on the cross (the fourfold substance) and 

buried in a cave. 

 

 

 
 

 

Moses is entrusted to the Nile in a basket made of rushes. Adonis underwent mystic 

growth rather like the dead Osiris whose coffin was overgrown by a tamarind tree. 
These figures all had a similar history; through their particular birth, works, betrayal, 

death and resurrection (deification), they formed an intermediary, a bridge over which 

two fundamentally different worlds were bound together or óreconciledô. Their mixed 

origins fitted them for the role of intermediary. 
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In fulfilling this commission, their godly nature was sacrificed at birth by being 

imprisoned in the baser nature, human personality. In their further existence, this 

personality is sacrificed in the service of their calling. In death, the vessel is broken and 

the imprisoned spirit freed to radiate without obstruction. 

 

 
 

The sun also occupies a central place on the middle pillar of the cabbalistic tree of life. 

It is Tiphereth, the sixth sephira, also known as the óSun fireô or the óSon of the All 

Fatherô (Kether, the first sephira which stands directly above Tiphereth). The spiritual 

function of the intermediary is expressed clearly and sublimely here (óNo man cometh 

unto the Father but by meô). This principle is like the neck of an hour glass that links the 

five higher macrocosmic sephiroth with the four lower microcosmic sephiroth (baser 

personality). Tiphereth represents the higher self in man, the inner Christ through 

Whom the personality can consciously reach the Father. 

 

This principle is sometimes expressed in the form of a child: the royal child in the crib 

or in the hollow tree (4). This shows how sacred the heart is to the personality. In 

alchemy, the hollow oak was the image of Athanor, the alchemical furnace, which had 

to be kept at a critically constant temperature for the Philosopherôs Stone, the godly 

child, to be born. Using óthe powderô prepared from this stone, the alchemist would be 

able to transmute base metals into gold, limitlessly. A very clear symbolism. A word of 

explanation about the magical signatures: the sign of Leo is depicted in a shield at 

Apolloôs feet (5). 

 

The cartouche in the top left-hand corner bears the most important seal of the sun (6). 

The large cartouche on the right (middle) contains the seal of the Olympic spirits who 

control the domain of the Olympic spirits who control the domain of the sun (7, top), 

the sign of the Gnostic spirit Sorath (8) and the sign of the planetary intelligence 

Nakhiel (9, bottom). 

 

The smaller cartouches contain various signs which the alchemists used to illustrate 

gold, the sun metal, or the ñSpiritual Sunò (10).  
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Virgo 

 

 

 


