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e are glad to know you have become interested in the Western 

Wisdom Teaching.  

   A new Age is dawning, and wonderful opportunities await 

those who understand and cooperate with the cosmic forces opera ting 

to break humanity's bond of materialism and usher in a new order 

upon higher spiritual concepts. As we bring ourselves into harmony 

with these forces, we not only greatly hasten our own progress, but 

make it possible for us to aid in the great work of  uplifting all humanity.  

   You are an Ego, a spirit spark from God, and within your spiritual 

being lie all divine possibilities. You are made "in the image and 

likeness of God," but the powers of the Ego are as yet only potential. In 

the Rosicrucian Tea chings a path is pointed out which leads to 

unfoldment of the divine qualities in a normal, natural way, and at the 

same time so attunes your consciousness to the spiritual and material 

plane that more harmony will be expressed in every phase of your life.  

The function of this Teaching is to create an enlarged horizon, a breadth 

of vision, a more mature judgment and greater self -control. The use of 

this knowledge will allow fewer mistakes, bring security in action, and 

give faith and courage to face life in  all its vicissitudes, with the peace, 

poise, and confidence that are born of knowledge and understanding.  

W 
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   Please feel that we are your friends, and that we consider it a pleasure 

and a privilege to assist you in any way possible to live the higher lif e, 

which leads to true happiness and spiritual enfoldment.  

   Wishing you a full measure of the joy and happiness that rewards 

every spiritual aspirant, we are,  

    Sincerely your friends,  

    The Rosicrucian Fellowship   

 

The Harmony of the Spheres 

  

Archangels with harps set out from the Sun. 

Go to some planet, where their song can be sung, 

Fly near some human, strike their chord in his heart, 

Invite him to sing before onward they dart. 

  

Many Archangels, many the songs, 

Many join in from among the throngs, 

Thus many choruses develop and swell 

In the song of the God within whom all dwell. 

  

For humans the lessons that all are to to learn 

Is when to stay silent, when to take their turn, 

How to sing each song in a beautiful way,  

How to blend in the harmony of each new day. 

 

 - Elsa M. Glover 
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he Rosicrucian Fellowship is a Christian organization composed 

of men and women who are students of the Rosicrucian 

Philosophy as presented in The Rosicrucian Cosmo -Conception. 

This philosophy is known as the Western Wisdom Teaching and 

establishes a meeting -ground for science and religion. Its students are 

located throughout the world; but their International Headquarters is 

located at Oceanside, California, USA.  

The Rosicrucian Fellowship has no connection with any other 

organization. It was launched during  the late summer and autumn of 

1909, after a course of lectures in Seattle by Mr. Max Heindel. A study 

center was formed and the Headquarters were temporarily located in 

that city. Arrangements were also made for publishing The Rosicrucian 

Cosmo -Conception . With the issue of this work by the Rosicrucian 

Fellowship, the Association was definitely started.  

The Rosicrucian Fellowship aims to educate and construct, to be 

charitable even to those from whom we differ, and never to vent the 
venom of vituperation, spite, or malice even upon those who seem 

deliberately determined to mislead.  

T 
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he work of the Fellowship is to preach the gospel (of the coming 

Aquarian Age) and heal the sick. This is achieved by making the 

Western Wisdom Teaching available to all wh o are ready to 

receive it and by conducting a Healing Department which emphasizes 

spiritual healing along with principles of right living. The work of the 

Fellowship is done through the efforts of its entire membership assisted 

by Headquarters. Many friend s in the world work through Centers 

which hold classes in the Philosophy and in spiritual astrology, the 

study and teaching of which is an integral part of the work of the 

Fellowship.  

 

Rosicrucian Fellowship | 2222 Mission Ave | Oceanside, CA 92058-2329 

© 2008 The Rosicrucian Fellowship, All rights reserved. 

www.rosicrucian.com   rf@rosicrucian.com 

T 
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The Works and Word of God 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.  

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.  

2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.  

3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 

4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 

5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man 

to run a race. 

6 His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circui t unto the ends of it: and 

there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.  

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is 

sure, making wise the simple. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the 

LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are 

true and righteous altogether.  

10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than 

honey and the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great 

reward.  

12 Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults. 

13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion 

over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy 

sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. 

The Holy Bible: King James Version. 
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THE POLISH RIDER (Painting by Rembrandt, 1655) 

A tradition states that this is a portrait of the mysterious Rosicrucian adept the Comte de Saint Germain, believed to 
have been na incarnation of Christian Rosenkreutz. The Comte de Gabalis, by the Abbe de Villars, a curious 
Rosicrucian book first published in 1670, records a series of discourses delivered by St. Gerbaine on the invisible 
ǿƻǊƭŘǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ φ! bƻōƭŜƳŀƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ Ǌŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ /ŀōŀƭƛǎǘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƭƛŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
Polandъ.  

 

  Question: Who are the Rosicrucians and what does the name signify? 

 

Answer: The ancient Rosicrucian Brotherhood consisted of high spiritual beings who 

had advanced far beyond ordinary man in purity and spiritual wisdom. They were 

learned alchemists, doctors, and mathematicians -- twelve Supermen of the fourteenth 

century, who were guided by and who worked with a thirteenth known by the name of 

Christian Rosenkreuz (Christian Rose Cross). These thirteen august men worked 

secretly. They formed themselves into a Brotherhood known as the Rosicrucian Order 

or Order of the Rose Cross. The teachings of this Order were given only to a very few 

wise men; nothing was printed until the year 1614 when a small pamphlet written in the 

German language was circulated among those only who were ready to receive these 

teachings.  

 

This secret brotherhood is still in existence, is still working with and for the upliftment 

of humanity. Only those who are highly evolved spiritually are admitted into this inner 

branch of the Rosicrucian movement, and these physicians of the soul may be found 

among those who are at the helm of some great movement or country and are directly 

concerned with the forward movement of the world and its work. These Brothers never 

make themselves known and work unselfishly for the good of mankind.  
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   In 1908 Max Heindel, who was of Danish birth, was chosen as a messenger of these 

Brothers to carry the Rosicrucian Teachings to the western world, and after spending 

some time under their direct tutelage, was instructed to return to America and give to 

the world publicly what previously had been held secret. At this particular time in the 

world's work, mankind had reached the stage where it could be given a more exalted 

phase of the Christian religion and when the mysteries (which the Christ spoke of in 

Matthew 13:11, and Luke 8:10) should be given to the many instead of the few.  

 

   After Max Heindel reached America he had these exalted teachings printed in the 

textbook entitled The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, which has been translated into 

various languages and continues to be shipped into all parts of the world. He also 

established The Rosicrucian Fellowship as the Preparatory School for the Rosicrucian 

Order, with International Headquarters at Mt. Ecclesia, Oceanside, California. The 

Fellowship has no connection with any other organization, even if the latter does use the 

word "Rosicrucian" as a part of its title.  

Question: For what purpose was the Rosicrucian Fellowship started? 

 

   Answer:  Christ told us that it is possible to take the kingdom of God by storm and 

attain to the consciousness and conditions there prevailing. But Paul informs us that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; he states that we have a soul body 

(soma psuchicon- 1 Cor. 15:44), and that we shall meet the Lord in the air when He 

comes. This soul body is therefore as necessary to entrance into the new age of the 

kingdom of God as a body equipped with lungs was to the Atlanteans who desired to 

enter into the age in which we are now living. Therefore it is necessary that we make 

our calling and election sure by preparing the Golden Wedding Garment, the soul body, 

which alone can secure our admission to the mystic marriage. 

  

    The multitude is slowly moving in the right direction as led by the different churches, 

but there is an ever growing class that, so to speak, feels the wings of the soul body 

sprouting, people who feel an inner urge to take the kingdom of God by storm. Though 

unaware of any definite ideal, they sense a greater truth and more certain light than 

those which the Church radiates; they are tired of parables and long to learn the 

underlying facts at the very feet of Christ.  

 

    The Rosicrucian Fellowship was started for the purpose of reaching this class, to 

show them the way to illumination, to help them build their soul body and evolve the 

soul powers which will enable them to enter consciously into the kingdom of God and 

obtain first-hand knowledge.  

    This is a large undertaking, none greater, and even under the most favorable existing 

conditions progress must be slow, but if the aspirant will continue with patient 

perseverance in well doing, it can be done.  
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    The methods are definite, scientific, and religious; they have been originated by the 

Western School of the Rosicrucian Order, and are therefore specially suited to western 

people. Sometimes, but very rarely, they bring results in a short time; generally it 

requires years and even lives before the aspirant attains, but the Rosicrucian system will 

in the end bring all to their heart's desire.  

 

    The Tabernacle in the Wilderness was a symbolic representation of the way to God, 

and, as Paul says, held a shadow of better things to come. Everything in it had its 

spiritual meaning. The table of shew-bread gives us an important lesson germane to our 

present consideration. Students will remember that the ancient Israelites were 

commanded to bring the shewbread to the tabernacle at stated intervals. The grain from 

which this was made was given them by God but they must prepare the soil in which it 

was to grow, they must plant and cultivate, they must weed and water, so as to secure 

the greatest possible increase; they must harvest and thresh, grind and bake, before they 

had the loaves which they brought to the tabernacle as bread to shew for their toil. 

Similarly, God gives to all the grain of opportunity to serve, but it is our duty to 

cultivate these opportunities and nurse and nourish them in the soil of loving kindness 

so that they may bring a great increase. We must always bear in mind the words of 

Christ that He came to minister and to serve. Therefore anyone aspiring to follow in His 

steps and to be great in the kingdom of God must ever be on the lookout for 

opportunities to serve his fellows. Each day must be filled as full as possible with kind 

and considerate deeds, for they are the warp and woof of which the golden wedding 

garment (soul body) is woven. Without these "works" no amount of prayer, fasting, or 

other religious exercise will avail. It is useless to repair to the temple without this bread 

to shew that we have really worked in the Master's service.  

 

    The foregoing is also the teaching of the exoteric churches; but the following is the 

exclusively Rosicrucian scientific teaching and method, based upon the deepest 

knowledge of spiritual facts whereby the aspirant is enabled to gain the maximum soul 

growth in each life, so that his spiritual advancement is accelerated beyond his very 

wildest dreams. Therefore this is the most important spiritual teaching that has 

been given to man in modern times, and no one who tries honestly to follow this 

simple method can fail to be enormously benefited:  

 

    Ether is the medium of transmission of light, that which etches a picture on the 

photographic film. It permeates the air, and with every breath we draw from birth to 

death ether enters our system and etches a picture of our surroundings and actions on a 

little atom in the heart. Thus each carries with him a complete record of his life, which 

is assimilated after death. Expiation of the evil deeds causes pain and anguish in 

purgatory. These are thus transmuted to conscience to prevent repetition of the same 

mistakes in succeeding lives: the good deeds are transmuted to love and benevolence. 

Instead of waiting for this post-mortem transmutation of the shewbread of life, the 

aspirant who desires to take heaven by storm may assimilate the fruits of each day after 

retiring and before going to sleep by running over the deeds done. The events of the day 
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are considered in reverse order so that that which happened in the evening is taken first, 

then the happenings of the afternoon, forenoon, and morning. This is important for it 

conforms to the way the life panorama acts after death, taking first the events just prior 

to death, last, the events of infancy. The object is to show the effects and then refer them 

to their antecedent causes.  

 

    In this retrospection it will do the aspirant no good to run over the events of the day 

and mildly blame himself where he did wrongðhe is usually sure enough to praise 

himself sufficiently for his good deeds. But he must remember the altar of burnt 

offerings where the sacrifices for sin were offered. They were first rubbed with salt and 

then placed on the altar to be consumed by a divinely enkindled fire. Anyone knows 

what an intense pain is caused when salt is rubbed into a wound, and this rubbing with 

salt is symbolic of the pain the aspirant must feel for his wrongdoing. Now mark that it 

was not permissible to place the sacrifice on the altar until it had thus rubbed with salt. 

God would not accept it before, but when it had been salted it was consumed by a fire 

kindled by God Himself.  

 

    This tells us that unless we have washed our evil deeds of the day in the salt of our 

tears and heartfelt contrition, God will not accept our sacrifice of repentance; but when 

we have really repented, our sins will be washed away and our recording seed atom will 

be clean as the driven snow. With respect to our good deeds we may remember that 

there were two little piles of frankincense on the top of the shew bread. These were 

offered upon the altar of incense, where the smoke ascended as a sweet savor to the 

Lord, so different from the nauseating stench that went up from the altar where the sin 

offerings were burned. Is it any wonder that God took no delight in the sacrifice of bulls 

and calves, but delighted in a contrite heart and repentant spirit?  

 

    It is this spiritual aromatic extract of our good deeds that builds our soul body. By the 

ordinary natural process it takes about one-third as many years in our post-mortem 

existence as we lived in the body, to reap what we have sowed. But when an aspirant 

has assimilated the fruits of life by faithful retrospection at the end of each day, he is 

free as soon as he leaves the body and may use the years spent by others in purgatory 

and the first heaven as he pleases. Furthermore, as he needs neither food, shelter, nor 

sleep, he may spend twenty-four hours a day doing good. Thus he has practically as 

many years of service and soul growth after death as the number of his earth life; and 

being trained and schooled in this work, his attainments are probably greater than could 

be made in a number of lives in the ordinary way.  

 

Question:  What is the core of the Rosicrucian Teaching? 

 

   Answer:    The core of the Rosicrucian Teaching is the gospel of service.  

 

    For our sakes Deity manifested the universe. The great creative Hierarchies have all 

been and some of them still are our servants. The luminous star angels, whose fiery 
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bodies we see whirling through space, have worked with us for ages, and in due time 

Christ came to bring us the spiritual impetus needed at that time. It is also significant in 

the extreme that in the parable of the last judgment Christ does not say, "Well done, 

thou great and erudite philosopher, who knoweth the Bible, the Kabala, the "Cosmo" 

and all the other mysterious literature which reveals the intricate workings of nature" 

but He says, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant: * * * enter thou into the joy of 

thy Lord. * * * * For I was hungry, and you gave me meat: I was thirsty, and you gave 

me drink; * * * ." Not one single word about knowledge; the whole emphasis was laid 

upon faithfulness and service.  

 

    There is a deep occult reason for this: service builds the soul body, the glorious 

wedding garment without which no man can enter into the kingdom of the heavens, 

occultly termed "The New Galilee," and it does not matter whether we are aware of 

what is going on, so long as we accomplish the work. Moreover, as the luminous soul 

body grows in and around a person, this light will teach him or her about the Mysteries 

without the need of books, and one who is thus God-taught knows more than all the 

books in the world contain. In due time the inner vision will be opened and the way to 

the Temple shown. If you want to teach your friends, no matter how skeptical they may 

be, they will believe you if you preach the gospel of service.  

 

    But you must preach by practice. You must become a servant of men yourself if you 

would have them believe in you. If you want them to follow, you must lead, or they will 

have the right to question your sincerity. Remember, "ye are a city upon a hill," and 

when you make professions they have a right to judge you by your fruits; therefore say 

little, serve much.  

 

  Question: Why is there no visible connecting link between the Rosicrucian 

Fellowship and other Rosicrucian societies in America? 

 

Answer:  The Rosicrucian Fellowship is a reincarnation of the ancient Rosicrucian 

Order, of which Christian Rosenkreuz is the head. In other words, it has appeared 

through rebirth in an entirely new locality, the United States, for the purpose of carrying 

the Western Wisdom Teachings to the Western people, particularly those of the United 

States. It has no lineal connection whatever with any existing Rosicrucian lodge 

anywhere in the world. It represents a brand new start in the work of the Rosicrucian 

Order, which is directed from the invisible planes by the Elder Brothers of this Order, 

under the guidance of Christian Rosenkreuz. The other Rosicrucian societies in the 

United States claim, we believe, lineal descent from existing Rosicrucian lodges in 

England, France, or other countries. They represent, so far as they are authentic, the 

present manifestation of earlier activities of the Rosicrucian Order started in earlier 

ages.  

 

   The Rosicrucian Fellowship has direct connection with the etheric temple of the 

Rosicrucian Order by virtue of the fact that it is the authorized channel or instrument of 
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this Order for this present age. Max Heindel, who founded the Fellowship, was in direct 

connection with the Elder Brothers of the Order, and attended its meetings in the etheric 

temple on the nights corresponding to the Initiations in the Mysteries which he had 

taken.  

 

   Through the Elder Brothers he received direct instruction as to the conduct of the 

Fellowship in order to make the Christian philosophy which it expounds the coming 

universal religion of the Western world and eventually of the whole world. 

 

Question: How the teachings of the Rosicrucian Fellowship decry or disparage the 

teachings of other occult societies? 

 

  Answer:   It is a frequent occurrence to receive letters from students saying that such 

and such a society teaches so and so in regard to a certain matter, and asking if that is 

true, or how we reconcile that with our teaching, or why our teachings are different. I 

wish to say once and for all that it is impossible to answer such questions, because it is 

not the policy of the Rosicrucian Fellowship to decry or disparage the teachings of other 

societies. It takes all our time to spread our own teachings, and if our literature is 

studied, the reason for these teachings will always be found. There is no statement made 

by the Rosicrucian Fellowship that is not backed up by reason and logic, and this we are 

always willing to reiterate, amplify and in every possible way to give students 

satisfaction, but we positively cannot undertake to either explain or controvert the 

teachings of other societies. 

 

Question : How is the aspirant to know the genuine from the counterfeit, how 

distinguish between genuine spiritual enlightenment and psychic intoxication? 

   Answer: The trance state is never a mark of spiritual enlightenment, no matter how 

induced. It is a morbid and abnormal condition, not to be emulated by anyone seeking 

spiritual enlightenment. There is only one true path to firsthand knowledge, only one 

right way to spiritual enlightenment, and that is by cultivation of your own soul powers. 

Build your soul body by patient persistence in well doing, enlighten others who know 

less than you who wish the little knowledge you now possess, look for opportunities to 

serve others in the small and menial things, as well as in the greater, according to your 

ability and opportunity. Then some day you will cease to see through a glass darkly and 

you will know for yourself without depending upon others.  

Question:  Was man created by God, or did he come into existence in some other 

manner?  

  Answer: The real man, the Spirit, was not created. The Spirit of man is a part of God, 

and as a part of God has always been in existence. God had no beginning, hence the 

Spirit of man has had no beginning. In the earlier stages of evolution we were 
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homogeneous, so to speak, with God. But at the beginning of this Day of Manifestation 

we were differentiated within the body of God and each individual man. In Spirit there 

is no division, however. The differentiation which took place in Spirit was not a 

division or a separation. It was brought about by means of vibration. But the 

differentiated Virgin Spirits immediately began to encase themselves in the substance of 

the lower worlds, finally building physical bodies, and in these physical bodies they 

have lost their sense of unity with Spirit and with one another. The unenlightened ones 

imagine that they are entirely separate from all other human beings. They do not know 

of "the fundamental unity of each with all." The esoteric student, however, knows that 

this is a fact, and endeavors to conduct himself accordingly in all of his relations with 

his brother Spirits  

    Question: Does the Rosicrucian student believe in a life after death? 

   Answer: Yes, the Rosicrucian Teachings take the sting of sorrow out of death because 

they prepare the aspirant for what he is to expect in the life to come. A journey into 

foreign lands is made pleasant when we are prepared and know of the country into 

which we are to travel; likewise it is a great comfort to know of conditions existing in 

that land which has been made so mysterious by the dark shadow of ignorance which 

has rested over man for so many ages. Knowledge of the life beyond the grave is most 

comforting to the one who has lost loved ones.  

   The Elder Brothers of the Rose Cross, with their superior knowledge of the spiritual 

worlds bring to us the proof of an existence of these higher worlds; also many advanced 

students have received positive proof of life after death: to them it is no longer a theory 

but a Truth. It is possible, with the development of a finer sense, to actually experience 

and see the conditions existing in this invisible land of the so-called dead which is 

interpenetrating our dense physical world, although unseen by those who have only the 

sense of physical sight developed. As John McCreery says in his beautiful poem:  

 

"They are not dead. They have but passed 

Beyond the mists that blind us here, 

Into a new and larger life 

Of that serener sphere." 

   Death to the Rosicrucian student is but a shifting of consciousness, a casting away of a 

worn-out garment (the physical body) to take on that spiritual body which Paul tells us 

about in the 15th Chapter of 1st. Corinthians.  

Question: Do the Rosicrucians believe in Rebirth and the law of consequence? 

 

   Answer: In the 17th chapter of Matthew verses 11, 12, 13, Jesus gave his disciples a 

very wonderful demonstration of the philosophy of rebirth. After his transfiguration he 

plainly said that Elias had come already and the disciples understood he had reference to 
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John the Baptist. The 8th chapter of Job and the latter portion of the 19th chapter tells us 

of rebirth.  

 

   The Rosicrucians teach that all the causes set into action in one life cannot ripen in 

one existence, and that all things must reach a stage of fruition, that "Whatsoever a man 

soweth that shall he also reap." This is one of the biblical teachings, that man must reap 

his own harvests from the seeds he has sown, be they good or evil; therefore each 

individual passes through a number of earth lives during which he builds character. It is 

at this stage of his living that he either enjoys the fruits of his past building, or is 

suffering from the results of his evil deeds.  

   Each life is as a day in school, where the spirit learns its lessons. We are told in 

Genesis that God made man in His own image; if man is divinely made he must also 

become as wise as the Father Who made him. Naturally this cannot be accomplished in 

one life, but a slow process of evolution is necessary to lift man from that tiny spark of 

divinity to become as wise and all knowing as his Father in heaven.  

 

Question: Do you consider the ancient myths of actual value, or are they largely 

figments of the imagination?  

 

     Answer: They contain profound occult truths. The contest between light and 

darkness is described in innumerable myths which are alike in the main features, though 

circumstances vary according to the evolutionary stage of the people among whom they 

are found. Generally they appear fantastic to the normal mind because the picture drawn 

is highly symbolical, and therefore out of tune with the concrete realities of the material 

world. However, embodied in these legends are great truths which appear when they are 

stripped of their scale of materialism.  

   In the first place, it should be borne in mind that the contest between light and 

darkness as fought here in the physical world, is but the manifestation of a similar 

contest fought also in the moral, mental, and spiritual realms. This is a fundamental 

truth, and he (or she) who would know truth should realize that the concrete world, with 

all the things which we now think so real, solid, and enduring is but an evanescent 

manifestation created by the divine thought, and it will dissolve into dust millions of 

years before the other worlds which we think of as unreal and intangible are similarly 

dissolved and we once more return to the bosom of the Father, to rest until the dawn of 

another and greater Cosmic Day.  

 

   It is particularly at Christmas, when the light is low and the night long, that humanity 

turns its attention to the Southern Sun, and waits in an attitude of expectancy for the 

moment when it shall again commmence its northward journey to bring back the light 

and life to our frozen hemisphere. In the Bible we learn how Samson, the Sun, waxed 

strong while His rays grew longer; how the powers of darkness, the Philistines, ferreted 

out the secret of his power and had his hair, or rays, cut, to rob him of his strength; how 

they deprived him of his light by piercing his eyes and finally slew him at the temple of 

the Winter Solstice.  
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   The Anglo-Saxons speak of the victory of King George over the dragon; the Teutons 

call to mind how Beowolf slew the fire drake and how Siegfried conquered the dragon 

Fafner. Among the Greeks we find Apollos victorious over Python, and Hercules over 

the dragon of the Hesperides. Most of the myths tell only the victory of the newborn 

Sun, but there are others which, like the story of Samson just recited, and Hiram Abiff 

of the Masonic Legend, tell also of how the old year's Sun was vanquished after having 

completed its circle and was then ready to give birth to a new Sun, which rises from the 

ashes of the old Phoenix to be the Lightbearer of a new year.  

 

    It is in such a myth that we learn of the origin of the mistletoe, a tale which is told in 

Scandinavia and Iceland, particularly at Yuletide when the red holly mingles in 

decorative effect with the white mistletoe--a shadowy symbol of the blood that was 

scarlet with sin but has become white as snow. The story follows:  

 

   In ancient days when the Gods of Olympus reigned over the Southland, Wotan with 

his company of Gods, held sway in Walhall where the icicles reflected the winter Sun in 

all tints of the rainbow and the beautiful coverlet of snow made light the darkest night 

even without the aid of the flaming Aurora Borealis. They were a wonderful company; 

Tyr, the God of War, still lives in memory among us, for him we have named Tuesday. 

Wotan, the wisest among them, is remembered in Wednesday; Thor still is with us as 

the God of Thursday. He was the hammer swinger. When he threw his hammer after the 

giants, the enemies of God and man, he made thunder and lightning by the terrific force 

with which his hammer struck the clouds. The gentle Freya, the Goddess of beauty, for 

whom we have named Friday, and the treacherous Loke, whose name lives in the 

Scandinavian Saturday, are other present-day fragments of a forgotten faith.  

 

   But there was no one like Baldur. He was the second son of Odin and Freya. He was 

the noblest and most gentle of the Gods, beloved of everything in nature. He exceeded 

all beings, not only in gentleness, but in prudence and eloquence, also, and was so fair 

and graceful that light radiated from him. In a dream it was revealed to him that his life 

was in danger and this weighed so heavily on his Spirit that he shunned the society of 

the Gods. His mother Freya, having at length prevailed upon him to tell her the cause of 

his melancholy, called a council of the Gods, and all were filled with sad forebodings, 

for they knew that the death of Baldur would be the forerunner of their downfall--the 

first victory of the giants, or powers of darkness.  

 

    Wotan therefore cast "runes," magic characters, which were used to foretell the 

future, but all seemed dark to him. He could gain no insight. The "Vessel of Wisdom," 

which might have served them in their need was in the keeping of one of the Norns, the 

Goddesses of Fate, so that could not help them now. Ydun, the Goddess of health, 

whose golden apples kept the Gods ever young, had been betrayed into the powers of 

the giants by the trickery of Loke, the spirit of evil, but a delegation was sent to her, in 

order that she might be consulted on the nature of the sickness which threatened Baldur, 
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if such it be. However, she only answered with tears, and finally after a solemn council 

held by all the Gods, it was determined that all the elements, and everything in nature 

should be bound by an oath not to harm the gentle God. This was done and a pledge was 

obtained from everything, except one insignificant plant which grew westward of the 

Palace of the Gods; this seemed so frail and fragile that the Gods deemed it to be 

innocuous.  

  

    However, Wotan's mind still misgave him that all was not right. It seemed to him that 

the Norns of good fortune had flown away. Therefore, he resolved to visit the home of a 

celebrated prophetess by the name of Vala. This is the spirit of the earth, and from her 

he would learn the fate in store for the Gods, but he received no comfort from her and 

returned to Walhall more cast down than formerly.  

 

    Loke, the spirit of evil, and treachery, was in reality one of the giants, or powers of 

darkness, but part of the time he lived with the Gods. He was a turncoat, who could be 

depended upon by neither party, and therefore he was usually distrusted and despised by 

both Gods and giants. One day while he was sitting bemoaning his fate a dense cloud 

began to rise from the ocean, and after a time the dark figure of the Giant King issued 

from it. Loke in some terror demanded what brought him hither. The monarch began to 

reproach him with the contemptible part he, a demon by birth, was acting in consenting 

to be the tool of the Gods in their warfare against the giants, to whom he owed his 

origin. It was out of no affection for himself that he was admitted to the society of the 

Gods, but because Wotan knew well the ruin which he and his offspring were destined 

to bring upon them and thought by thus conciliating him to defer the evil day. He who 

from his power and cuning might have been a leader with either party, was now 

despised and rejected by all. The Giant King further reproached him with having 

already frequently saved the Gods from ruin and even with furnishing them with 

weapons against the giants, and ended by appealing to the hatred which rankled in his 

bosom against Wotan and his whole race as a proof that his natural place was with the 

giants.  

 

     Loke acknowledged the truth of this and professed his readiness to aid his brethren 

by all means in his power. The Giant King then told him that the moment was now at 

hand when he might seal the fate of the Gods; that if Baldur was slain their destruction 

must sooner or later follow and that the gentle God's life was at that time threatened by 

some as yet undisvovered danger. Loke replied that the anxiety of the Gods was already 

at an end, for Freya had bound everything in nature by oath not to injure her son. The 

dark monarch said that one thing only had been omitted. However, what that was lay 

concealed in the breast of the Goddess and was known to no other. He then sank down 

again to his dark abyss and left Loke to his darker thoughts.  

     Loke then, having assumed the figure of an old woman, appeared to Freya and by his 

cunning drew from her the fatal secret; that presuming on the insignificant nature of the 

mistletoe she had omitted to obtain from it the pledge wherewith she had bound 

everything else. Loke lost no time in repairing to the place where the mistletoe grew, 
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and tearing it up by the roots, gave it to the dwarfs, who were cunning smiths, to form 

into a spear. This weapon was made with many incantations, and when the spear was 

completed one called for blood to temper it. A child free from all taint was brought in, 

the dwarf plunged the spear into its breast and sang:  

 

"The death-gasp hear, 

Ho! Ho!--now 'tis o'er-- 

Soon hardens the spear 

In the babe's pure gore-- 

Now the barbed head feel, 

Whilst the veins yet bleed, 

Such a deed--such a deed-- 

Might harden e'en steel." 

 

   In the meantime the Gods and the dead braves, who are with them assembled for a 

tournament, in order to convince Baldur how groundless were his apprehensions, now 

that his life was deemed to be charmed, made him butt of all their weapons.      

 

    Loke repaired there also with the fatal spear and seeing the blind and strong God, 

Hoedur, standing apart from the rest, asked him why he did not honor his brother Baldur 

by tilting with him, also. Hoedur excused himself on account of his blindness and 

because he had no weapon. Loke then put the enchanted spear into his hands and 

Hoedur, unsuspicious of malice, pierced Baldur through the breast with the spear made 

from the mistletoe, so that he fell lifeless to the ground to the unspeakable grief of all 

creatures.  

 

    Baldur is the summer Sun, beloved by everything in nature, and in the blind God, 

Hoedur, who slays him with the spear, we may readily recognize the sign Sagittarius, 

for when the Sun enters that sign in December it is nearly without light and is therefore 

said to be slain by the blind God Hoedur. The bow of Sagittarius, as pictured on the 

zodiac of the south presents symbolically the same idea as the spear of the story in the 

Eddas.  

 

    The legend of Baldur's death teaches the same cosmic Truth as all other myths of 

kindred nature, namely, that the Spirit of the Sun must die to the glories of the Universe 

while, as Christ, it enters the Earth to bring it the renewed life, without which all 

physical manifestations on our planet must cease. As death here precedes a birth into the 

spiritual plane of existence before a birth can take place into the physical body. As 

Osiris in Egypt is slain by Typhon, ere Horus, the Sun of the New Year, may be born, 

so also Christ must die to the higher world before He can be born into the Earth and 

bring to us the needed annual spiritual impulse; but our Holy Season commemorates no 

greater manifestation of Love than that of which the mistletoe is emblematical. Being 

physically the extreme of weakness, it clings to the oak which is the symbol of strength. 

It is the very weakness of the weakest of the weakest of beings that pierces the heart of 
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the noblest and gentlest of Gods so that, compelled by his love for the lowly, he 

descends to the shades in the underworld, even as Christ for our sake dies to the 

spiritual world each year and is born into our planet that He may permeate it anew with 

His radiant Life and Energy.  

   Question:  Why is it that every sect interprets the Bible differently and that each one 

gets an apparent vindication for its idea from that book? 

 Answer: That question, if asked by a skeptic, affords him a great deal of satisfaction, 

for he sees in it A VINDICATION FOR HIS IDEA that all sects are wrong in their 

beliefs and that the Bible is a conglomerate mass of nonsense, while in fact the case is 

very much the other way. We do not contend for the Divinity of this Book or hold that it 

is the Word of God from cover to cover; we recognize the fact that it is a poor 

translation of the originals and that there are many interpolations which have been 

inserted at different times to support various ideas, but, nevertheless, the very fact that 

so much truth has been massed into such a small compass is a source of constant 

wonder to the occultist, who knows what that Book really is and has the key to its 

meaning.  

 

   There is one fact that the skeptic fails to see. His idea is that if a certain interpretation 

is true, all other interpretations must necessarily be false. That idea is most emphatically 

wrong. TRUTH IS MANY SIDED and eternal; the quest for truth must also be all 

embracing and never ending. We may liken truth to a mountain, and the various 

interpretations of that truth to different paths leading up to the summit. Many people are 

traveling along all of these paths and every one thinks his path is the only one while he 

is at the bottom; he sees only a small part of the mountain and may therefore be justified 

in crying to his brothers, "You are wrong; come over in my path; this is the only one 

that leads to the top." But as all these people progress upward, they shall see that the 

paths converge at the top and that they are all one in the ultimate.  

 

   It may be said most emphatically that no system of thought which has ever been able 

to attract and hold the attention of a large number of people for a considerable time has 

been without its truth; and whether we perceive it or not, there is in every sect the kernel 

of divine teaching which is gradually bringing them upward toward the top of the 

mountain, and therefore we should practice the utmost toleration for every belief.  

 

   Question:  Do the Rosicrucians teach that the Christ was a divine Messenger -- the 

Savior of the world? 

   Answer: Yes, Christ Jesus was the greatest being that has ever functioned in a 

physical body on our Earth. However, the Rosicrucian Teachings explain that Jesus was 

a man, and that at the Baptism, he surrendered his lower vehicles to the Christ Spirit to 

use in His ministry on the material plane. At the Crucifixion the Christ was released 

from the bodies of Jesus and entered into the Earth. This great Archangel is still the 

http://www.rosicrucian.com/bible/bibletoc.htm
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indwelling Spirit of the Earth, is still the Savior of mankind. After a careful study of the 

teachings as given out by the Rosicrucian Fellowship, the Christ becomes a living factor 

in the lives of students, who not only recognize the divinity of Christ but who make 

every effort to follow in His footsteps.  

  Question: Will you please discuss the problem of cognition? How does the seer know 

on the higher planes? By this I mean, (a) how can he distinguish between a thought 

form emanating from his own mind and (b) the thought form emanating from some 

other person either in the body or out, and (c) objective spiritual entities?  

  Answer: Contrary to the opinion of people who do not know anything about the matter 

this is purely a matter of training. It is absolutely wrong to suppose that because a 

person who has developed the spiritual sight and is able to see things in the worlds 

which are usually invisible to the ordinary human view in the present stage of evolution 

he (or she) therefore by the same faculty knows everything. As a matter of fact he does 

not know anything until he has acquired the knowledge by investigation. The law of 

analOgy, which is the master key to all mysteries, should make this clear. "As above, so 

below," and "as below, so above." We see the telephone hanging on the wall; we know 

how to operate it by taking down the receiver, placing it to our ear and talking through 

the transmitter. We know even in a vague way that it is operated by electricity, but the 

mechanism is a mystery to the great majority.  

 

   Similarly, we may turn an electric switch, see the lights flash on, and the motors begin 

to whirl. We see the phenomenon, but we do not know the underlying forces until by 

investigation we have fitted ourselves and acquired the knowledge. The very same 

conditions obtain in the Desire World to an even greater degree, because of the 

superlative plasticity of the desire stuff and the ease wherewith it is changed into 

different forms by the ensouling Spirit, whether superhuman or elemental. On that 

account even the person who has voluntary control of his spiritual sight requires a 

thorough training and must cultivate the faculty of seeing beyond the form to the 

ensouuling life. It is only when he has cultivated that faculty that he is free from 

delusion and able to distinguish the true nature and status of all the things and beings 

which he sees in the invisible world.  

 

   To do this in the most efficient manner and have the certainty of escaping illusion it is 

necessary to cultivate the grade of spiritual sight pertaining to the concrete region of the 

World of Thought, where the archetypes which are the ensouling life can be seen.  

 

   To make this clear we may call to mind that the physical sight varies so that there are 

certain beings which see perfectly under conditions which to us appear as darkness. For 

instance, owls and bats. The eyes of fishes are constructed so that they see under water. 

The organs of spiritual sight are also capable of being attuned to different vibrations. 

Each rate of vibration produces a different grade of sight and opens up to the 

investigator a certain realm of nature. By an exceedingly slight extension of the physical 
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sight the ethers and the beings therein become plainly visible. This grade of sight may 

be likened to the X-ray, for objects which appear solid to the physical sight are most 

easily penetrated by the etheric sight or vision.  

 

   When one looks at a house with etheric vision he sees right through the wall. If he 

wants to find out what is taking place in a room on the farther side of the house from 

where he stands, the etheric rays from his eyes to the object in that room pierce the 

walls and all other intervening objects, and he sees them just as plainly as if the whole 

house were made of glass. This grade of sight may be applied to the human body, and it 

is possible with its help to look through the whole organic structure and watch its 

functions in actual operation. The writer (Max Heindel) also had the idea until recently 

that the common trick of reading a letter which is enclosed in a sealed envelope, perhaps 

in the pocket of another person was done in the same manner. One day he took a letter 

addressed to himself and tried the experiment, which succeeded beautifully, showing 

the person who had written the letter sitting in his room, and giving the whole contents 

very nicely. Immediately afterward he tried another letter with etheric sight to ascertain 

how the result would differ, and it was then found to be very difficult to disentangle the 

writing on account of the letter having been folded up. There seemed to be a 

conglomerate mass of ink streaks, and it required the use of the next higher grade of 

sight which penetrates to the Desire World before the letter could be distinguished and 

read.  

 

   When one looks at an object with the sight necessary to see the Desire World, even 

the most solid objects are also seen through and through, but with the difference that 

one sees them as it were from all directions. Thought forms such as spoken of by the 

enquirer would probably be clothed in this material because no thought form can 

compel action save through the medium of this force--matter which we call desire stuff, 

and no one who has not made a study of it can guess how many people are actuated by 

thought forms which they think are their own, but which as a matter of fact, originated 

in the brain of someone else. It is in this way that what we call public opinion is formed. 

Strong thinkers who have certain definite ideas about a particular thing radiate those 

thought forms from themselves, and others less positive and not antagonistic to the view 

expressed in these wandering thought forms catch them up and think that these thoughts 

have originated within themselves. Thus gradually the sentiment grows until that which 

was originally started by one man has been accepted by a large part of the community.  

   To learn positively the origin of such stray thought forms would necessitate 

examination by means of the grade of sight necessary to function in the Region of 

Concrete Thought where the idea first took shape. There all solid objects appear as 

vacuous cavities from which a basic keynote is continually sounded and thus whoever 

sees a thing also hears from itself the whole history of its being. Thought forms which 

have not yet crystallized into physical action or being do not present themselves to the 

observer as a cavity, but there thoughts are not silent. They speak in a language which is 

unmistakable and convey far more accurately than words can, what is their intent until 

the force which their originator expended to bring them into being has been spent. As 
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they sing in the key peculiar to the person who gave them birth it is a comparatively 

easy matter for the trained occultist to trace them to their source.  

 

   Regarding section "c" of your question it is not quite clear what you mean. If you 

want to know how we can distinguish the thoughts of objective spiritual entities from 

our own thoughts, the foregoing method may be applied to all beings without any 

distinction whatever. But if you mean how can we distinguish objective spiritual entities 

from thought forms, the answer is that thought forms lack spontaneity. They are more or 

less like automatons. They move and act in one direction only, according to the will of 

the thinker which is the motive power within them. The actions of objective spiritual 

entities are spontaneous and changeable in the same way that our actions or tactics are, 

whenever we wish or it seems desirable to change them.  

 

    Question:  PLEASE distinguish between the various grades of spiritual sight and 

the ability to leave the physical body in soul flights. 

 

Answer: The first grade of sensitiveness to the superphysical is that in which a person 

gets impressions from entities, beings, or conditions on the invisible planes, these 

impressions being in the nature of telepathy or thought transference. They may come 

from people who have passed over to the other side. They are positively not 

clairvoyance of any sort and have no relation to it.  

    Usually the next development consists in that of etheric sight, which is a form of 

physical sight by which a person becomes able to see the etheric bodies of men, 

animals, and plants and also the etheric nature spirits.  

 

    The next grade is clairvoyance, which enables a person to perceive the desire world 

and the desire bodies of men and animals. A still higher grade of clairvoyance enables 

one to perceive the realities in the world of thought.  

 

    No one of these grades of spiritual sight confers the ability to leave the physical body 

in soul flights. This latter is an entirely separate function. It consists in the development 

of the two higher ethers of the vital body and their separation from the lower by a life of 

service, so that when the person goes out of his physical body he takes these higher 

ethers or soul body with him and uses it as a vehicle in which to traverse the invisible 

realms and bring back the memory of experiences there obtained. 

 

    There are many people who have developed only the first grade, namely telepathic 

sensitiveness to impressions from the other side, who imagine that they have developed 

one of the higher grades of spiritual sight. These people constitute a real danger because 

they frequently give out unreliable and misleading information in regard to the invisible 

planes. It is an occult maxim that where a person has any real occult development he 

does not tell others of it and does not spend his time detailing his last soul flight on the 

invisible planes for the edification of his admiring fellow students.  

 



26 
 

    An exception to this rule is that of a person who has been commissioned by the 

spiritual Hierarchs to give out a new presentation of truth or a new philosophy such as 

Max Heindel gave out. In such cases it is permissible for the agent thus selected to give 

out some of his experiences on the superphysical planes for the benefit of his followers. 

But such individuals are very rare, and they are always very guarded in the information, 

which they give out relative to themselves. 

    Question: Tell us something about the Rosicrucian method of healing the sick. 

   Answer: In each of the four gospels we find that the Christ preached the gospel of 

healing. He healed all who came to Him and He sent His disciples out into the world 

with the two commands: Preach the Gospel and Heal the Sick. These two commands 

are also given to the Rosicrucians, who are physicians of the soul, for sickness is first 

manifested in the Vital Body, which is the vehicle of the soul and healing can be best 

accomplished through this invisible vehicle. During the time of sleep when man is free 

from his physical body and functioning in the spiritual world, healing is more quickly 

accomplished. The esoteric students are trained for this particular work.  

    Question: We understand that the Rosicrucians do not set a price upon their 

lessons nor upon their healing ministrations. Is not the workman "worthy of his 

hire?"  

 

   Answer: In the 10th chapter of Matthew, Christ tells His disciples to go to the lost 

sheep of Israel and to preach the gospel and heal the sick. But he also tells them to 

provide neither gold, silver, brass, nor scrip for their journey. In the 10th chapter of 1st 

Corinthians, Paul also holds out this thought, to preach the gospel without charge. The 

Rosicrucians have followed this practice from the very beginning and never set a price 

on their teachings. No true believer of this exalted teaching will charge for lessons or 

require a monthly membership fee. This at once brands him as an impostor. If we have 

faith and work unselfishly, God will always take care of His own and the Love offerings 

will be sufficient to keep the aspirant in his simple needs.  

 

    Question: But will this not encourage some to take all and give nothing? Will it not 

develop selfishness in some? There is a law in nature that we cannot obtain anything 

for nothing. 

 

   Answer: Yes, numbers are attending the churches, lectures and classes, never 

dropping a penny into the collection baskets, feeling this unnecessary unless they are 

approached and, naturally, they will take all and give nothing. But they do not reason 

the matter from the standpoint of God's laws which are silently operating through the 

laws of Cause and Effect; sometime, somewhere, these debts will come to the Ego who 

thinks he is slipping through life defrauding, taking all and giving nothing.  
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"Be not deceived, God is not mocked, 

For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

 

    Question: The universe ñunfoldeth like a roseò is a beautiful image, but is it just an 

image? 

 

Answer: This beautiful image is the image of a  reality, as near to truth as physical 

world phenomenon  can represent invisible occurrences. In this  case, visualize the 

potential rose as the bud or generative  idea and then the blooming or opening up (into 

visibility) of one ring or corolla of petals raying  outward, followed by successive rings. 

Something    of this sequence can be applied to the progressive manifestation of the 

Word becoming  flesh, or the Virgin Spirit gaining layers of "substance"  from the 

worlds it descends through on its  path of involution into increasingly denser forms.  

The rose's unfoldment is somewhat analogous, each circlet of petals correlating with a 

different dimension  and density of cosmic matter. The center of  the rose is the World 

of God, from which issue all  life and its countless formal manifestations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Robert Fludd's sevenfold rose 

The rose symbol from the titlepage of Robert Fludd's Summum Bonum, published at 
Frankfurt in 1629, has become well known as a Rosicrucian symbol. It has a sevenfold 
symmetry, seven layers of petals and its stem is formed in the shape of a cross. 
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n the years 1907 -08, after being tested for sincerity of purpose and selfless 

desire to aid his fellowmen, Max Heindel was selected by the Brothers of 

the Rose Cross to give out publicly the Western Wisdom Tea chings and 

thus help prepare humanity for the coming Age of Universal Brotherhood. By 

means of intense self -discipline and devotion to service he earned the status of 

Lay Brother (Initiate) in the exalted Rosicrucian Order.  

 
 

Carl Louis F. Von Grasshoff  
MAX HEINDEL  

(1865 -1919)  

 
 

Under the direction of the Brothers of the Rose Cross, spiritual giants of the 

human race, Max Heindel wrote The Rosicrucian Cosmo -Conception , an epoch -

making book which has now become the Western World's leading textbook on 

occul tism. By means of his own spiritual development he was able to verify for 

himself much that was given in the Cosmo-Conception , as well as to gain 

additional knowledge that later become embodied in his numerous books.  

 

I 
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No man loves God who hates his kind, 

Who tramples on his brother's heart and soul; 

Who seeks to shackle, cloud, or fog the mind 

By fears of hell has not perceived our goal.  

God-sent are all religions blest; 

And Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life, 

To give the heavy laden rest 

And peace from sorrow, sin, and strife.  

Behold the Universal Spirit came 

To all the churches, not to one alone; 

On Pentecostal morn a tongue of flame 

Round each apostle as a halo shone.  

Since then, as vultures ravenous with greed, 

We oft have battled for an empty name, 

And sought by dogma, edict, cult, or creed, 

To send each other to the quenchless flame.  

Is Christ then twain? Was Cephas, Paul, 

To save the world, nailed to the tree? 

Then why divisions here at all? 

Christ's love enfolds both you and me.  

His pure sweet love is not confined 

By creed which segregate and raise a wall. 

His love enfolds, embraces human kind, 

No matter what ourselves or Him we call.  

Then why not take Him at His word? 

Why hold to creeds which tear apart? 

But one thing matters, be it heard 

That brother love fill every heart.  

There's but one thing the world has need to know. 

There's but one balm for all our human woe: 

There's but one way that leads to heaven above-- 

That way is human sympathy and love. 

--Max Heindel.  
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AX HEINDEL STATED  that ñThe Rosicrucian Fellowship has been 

charged by the Elder Brothers with the mission of promulgating the gospel 

of the Aquarian Age, and of conducting a campaign of education and 

enlightenment, so that the world may be prepared for what is in store.ò1 He frequently 

reiterated that The Rosicrucian Fellowship is to be the herald of the Aquarian Age.2 
 

The Aquarian Age is to be an age in which the Christ is born within each individual. 3 

Aquarius is governed by the planet Uranus4 and Uranus promotes independence. 5 Thus, 

people will want freedom in the Aquarian Age. The Aquarian Age will foster the 

development of originality, creativity, and pioneering.6 The sword had its reign in the 

Piscean Age, but science and reason will rule in the Aquarian Age.7 Aquarius is 

governed by Saturn and Saturn promotes diplomacy and justice.8 Thus, in the Aquarian 

Age, when conflicts arise attempt will be made to determine by means of reason what is 

the logical and just solution. The Aquarian Age will also stimulate the development of 

an allembracing love and altruism.9 
 

Max Heindel gives a number of indications as to the directions in which people need to 

move if the Aquarian ideals are to be realized. It is the purpose of this article to tabulate 

some of these indications. 

 

 
 

Max Heindel states that ñall limitations must have been swept away before we can hope 

for success in the quest for truth.ò10 A wall of creed inhibits the flow of universal light 

and knowledge.11 In order to find Truth ñwe must leave father and mothers, creed, 

dogma, conventionalities, preconceived opinions and worldly desires behind; we must 

never fear conflict with established authorities, but we must follow the inner voice 

through fire if need be.ò12 The Spirit of Truth can only be awakened by one who is 

fearless and free.13 He adds that we will never find Truth in his or any other books. So 

M 
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long as we run after outside teachers, we are simply wasting energy. Books and teachers 

may arouse our interest and urge us to live the life, but only in so far as we make their 

precepts a part of our inner selves are we really seeking in the right direction.14 Where 

then are we to find Truth? Max Heindel says, ñThere is only one answerðwithin.ò15We 

must learn to follow the Christ within, and that Christ is different for different people.16 

Self-reliance is the cardinal virtue which aspirants are required to cultivate in the 

Western Mystery School. No one is allowed to lean on Masters, nor to blindly follow 

Leaders. The Brothers of the Rose Cross aim to emancipate the souls that come to them; 

to educate, to strengthen, and to make them co-workers.17 No one who is a óleaner,ô can 

at the same time be a helper; each must stand alone.18 
 

How are we to find the Christ Light within? We must attune our inner nature to the 

Christ vibrations of Love and live a life of sacrifice and service.19 We must perform the 

exercise of Retrospection so that we learn to recognize our mistakes and to judge 

between right and wrong.20We must learn to perform the exercise of Concentration 

because only in proportion as the mind is stilled can the spirit reflect itself in the 

threefold body.21 
 

 
 

The baby must crawl and fall; it must rise, fall again and hurt itself. The experience 

is unpleasant but unavoidable, and far to be preferred to the consequences of tying the 

infant to a chair to save it from falling; then its limbs would become useless. This is 

why in The Rosicrucian Fellowship there must be absolute personal freedom.22 Each 

must become master of his own fate and captain of hisown soul.23 It is contrary to the 

divine plan in any way to coerce a man into doing that which he does not want to do.24 

Liberty is the most precious possession of the soul.25 There is no greater crime than to 

fetter a fellow-being in any manner.26 
 

The Elder Brothers take care that pupils do not obligate themselves to them or any one 

else.27 The Elder Brothers never under any condition demand obedience to any mandate 

of theirs or command pupils to do this or that. At most, they advise, leaving the pupil 

free to follow or not.28 The Elder Brothers never urge, never praise, and never blame. 

The urge must come from within the pupil.29 
 

Within the Rosicrucian Fellowship the Teacher recommended that the organization be 

made as loose as possible because ñin the measure that the free will of members is 

interfered with, the object of the Rosicrucian Order, to foster individuality and self-

reliance, is defeated. Laws and by-laws are limitations, and for that reason should be as 

few as possible.ò30 The Rosicrucian Fellowship should be an association which is 

entirely voluntary. The members are not bound by any oaths.31 Members must permit 

one another to have free will,32 must not force their opinions on one another, 33 and 

must be careful not to infringe upon the rights of one another.34 
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We, ourselves, have a prerogative, for we are divine.35 We should seek for opportunities 

to initiate actions and exercise our creative powers.36 If we see that a task has to be 

performed, we should say to ourselves: Someone will have to do that. Why not I?37 We 

need to learn the lesson of working for a common purpose, without leadership, each 

prompted alike by the Spirit of Love from within to strive for the physical, moral, and 

spiritual uplift of the world.38 

 

 
 

Although we seek the Christ Light within, our vision of it may yet be imperfect. 

Therefore, individuals who exercise their right to free thought may sometimes find their 

ideas as to what should be done may be in conflict with the ideas of others. What then is 

to be done? Max Heindel states that might does not make right,39 and that ñthe harmless 

life is an absolute essential prerequisite to the helpful life.ò40 The sacred spear, which 

symbolizes the creative power in man, including the power of speech, must never be 

used to hurt, only to heal,41 and gentleness is an ideal to be striven for.42 Thus, conflicts 

are not to be resolved by force. There is another way. The sword had its reign in the 

Piscean Age, but science (reason) will rule in the Aquarian Age.43 The principle of 

arbitration of difficulties needs to be established, 44 and tact and diplomacy are always 

better than force.45 Peace is a matter of education and to achieve it people need to learn 

to deal charitably, justly, and openly with one another, as nations as well as 

individuals.46 
 

 
 

Max Heindel states that ñThe Fellowship disregards national and racial differences, 

endeavoring to join all together in a bond of love,ò47 and he recommends that people 

practice Universal Brotherhood by never mentioning or recognizing differences of 

nationality, for we are all one in Christ.48 He urges people to look beyond the sharply 

differentiated forms which blind them to the inalienable unity of each soul with all 

others,49 and to forget the often unprepossessing exteriors of others, and serve the 

divine essence hidden within.50 
 

Max Heindel adds that as long as one is tied to the family, the nation, the tribe, one is 

siding with the old blood, the old ways, and cannot amalgamate into a Universal 

Brotherhood. That can only come when people marry internationally, because when 

there are so many nations the way to unite them is through marriage.51 
 

May we all strive to achieve the goals of the Aquarian Age as Max Heindel has outlined 

them for us.  

 

ðElsa M. Glover, PhD. 
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Cosmic Consciousness  
  

 

One universal body contains all matter.  

One universal nerve feels all pains. 

One universal mind contains all  wisdom.  

One universal spirit fills all  planes 

  

In the universal body  

All parts working together are  needed. 

Those in touch with Cosmic  Consciousness 

Know all viewpoints must be   heeded. 

  

In the universal feeling  

The pain of one is for all a fact.  

Those in touch with Cosmic  Consciousness 

By compassion are led to act. 

  

In the universal mind  

Is the Cosmic Plan. 

Those in touch with Cosmic  Consciousness 

Know what´s good for beast an d man. 

  

In the universal spirit  

Is all in earth or heaven.  

Those in touch with Cosmic  Consciousness 

Know from It no one is riven.  

  

When all gain Cosmic Consciousness 

When all parts know the Whole  

Then all will be united   

Into one harmonious whole  

 

- Elsa M. Glover  
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The Rosicrucian Philosophy is a logical and sequential Christian teaching 

concerning the origin, evolution, and future development of the world and man, 

showing both the spiritual and scientific aspects. It makes no statements not 

supported by reason and logic, satisfying the mind by giving clear explanations and 

neither begging nor evading questions. It holds a reasonable solution to all 

mysteries, but it does not regard the intellectual understanding of God and the 

universe as an end in itself; far from it. The greater the intellect, the greater the 

danger of its misuse. Therefore, this scientific Teaching is given in order that man 

may believe and start to live the religious life. 

 Invisible forces called Natural Laws govern physical substance. One by one 

science is discovering and studying these forces and harnessing them in the service 

of the human race. The lower kingdoms are thus brought under control and 

developed. Man, more complicated, challenges investigation. Nevertheless, he is 

ruled by spiritual laws underlying Evolution. 

In presenting these Laws, it is the purpose of the Rosicrucian Philosophy to: 

(1) Explain the hidden springs of life ɂ by knowing what forces are at work 

within himself man can make the best use of his present faculties;  

(2) teach the purpose of evolution ɂ this enables man to work in harmony 

×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÌÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÕÎÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȠ  

(3) show why service is the most direct path to spiritual perfection. 
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ROSICRUCIAN PHILOSOPHER 

Father C.R.C (Christian Rosie Cross or Christian Rosencreutz)τconsidered not only as a personality, but 
also as a personification of the system of spiritual philosophy which he is reputed to have establishedτ
which explains why no authentic portrait of Father C.R.C. has ever been discovered. The Great Book of 
the Rose Cross lies unclasped upon the table, beside it an hour glass, intimating that in time all shall be 
revealed.  Artist: JAKnapp. From The Secret Teachings of All Ages by Manly P. Hall. 

 

 
The Rosicrucian Order was founded in the thirteenth century by Christian Rosenkreuz, a 

messenger of the Divine Hierarchs who guide Humanity upon the path of evolution. 

 

Its mission was to blend Esoteric Christianity, Mystic  Masonry, and Spiritual 

Alchemy into one great system of Religious Philosophy, adequate to meet the advanced 

spiritual and intellectual needs of the Western World, during the Aquarian Age of two 

thousand years, when the Sun, by precession of the Equinox, passes through the 

constellation Aquarius. 

 

This Western Wisdom School, like all earlier Esoteric Orders, is secret, but the 

Rosicrucian Fellowship is its Herald of the Aquarian Age, now at hand, 

promulgating this blended scientific soul science: The Western Wisdom Religion for 

the Western World. 
 

Formerly, religious truths were intuitively perceived or taken wholly on faith as dogmas 

of the church. Today, a growing class demands that immortality and kindred matters be 

proved to the intellect, deductively or by observation, as are other facts of life, like 

heredity and ether. They desire religion as much as their fathers but want the ancient 

truths in modern dress congruous to their altered intellectual condition. To this class the 

Rosicrucian Fellowship addresses itself with a definite, logical and sequential teaching, 
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concerning the origin, evolution and future development of the world and man, which is 

strictly scientific as it is reverently religious; a teaching which makes no statements not 

supported by reason and logic, which satisfies the mind by clear explanations, which 

neither begs nor evades questions, but offers a reasonable solution to all mysteries, so 

that the heart may be allowed to believe what the intellect has sanctioned, and the solace 

of religion may speak peace to the troubled mind. The following is a brief resume of 

Facts about Life here and hereafter. A list of the lectures referred to is found in the 

back of this magazine. 

 

Sooner or later there comes a time when the consciousness is forced to recognize the 

fact that life, as we see it, is but fleeting, and that amid all the uncertainties of our 

existence there is but one certaintyðDeath! 

 

When the mind has thus become aroused by thought of the leap in the dark which must 

some time be taken by all, the question of questionsðWhence have we come?ðWhy 

are we here?ðWhither are we going?ðmust inevitably present itself. This is a basic 

problem with which all must sooner or later grapple, and it is of the greatest importance 

how we solve it, for the view we take will color our whole life. 

 

Only three theories of note have been brought forward to solve this problem. To range 

ourselves in one of the three groups of mankind, segregated in their adherence to one 

theory or the other in an intelligent manner, it is necessary to know the three theories, to 

calmly weigh and compare them one with another with established facts. Lecture No. 1 

does just that, and whether we agree with its conclusions or not, we shall surely have a 

more comprehensive grasp of the various viewpoints and be better able to form an 

intelligent opinion when we have read ñThe Riddle of Life and Death.ò  

 

If we have come to the conclusion that death does not end our existence, it is but a 

natural question to ask: Where are the dead? This momentous question is dealt with in 

Lecture No. 2. The law of conservation of matter and energy precludes annihilation, yet 

we see that matter is constantly changing from the visible state and back again, as, for 

instance, water is evaporated by the sun, partially condensed into a cloud and then falls 

to earth again as rain. 

 

Consciousness may also exist without being able to give us any sign, as in cases where 

people have been thought dead, but have awakened and told all that had been said and 

done in their presence. 

 

So there must be an invisible World of force and matter, as independent of our 

cognition of it as light and color exist regardless of the fact they are not perceived by the 

blind.  

 

In that invisible World the so-called dead are now living in full possession of all the 

mental and emotional faculties. They are living a life as real as existence here. 

 The invisible World is cognized by means of a sixth sense developed by some, but 

latent in most people. It may be developed in all, but different methods produce varying 

results.  

 

This faculty compensates for distance in a manner far superior to the best telescopes and 

for the lack of size in a degree unreachable by the most powerful microscope. It 
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penetrates where the X-ray cannot. A wall or a dozen walls are no denser to the spiritual 

sight than crystal to ordinary vision.  

 

In Lecture No. 3 Spiritual Sight and the Spiritual Worlds, this faculty is described, 

and Lecture No. 11, Spiritual Sight  and Insight, gives a safe method of development.  

 

The Invisible World is divided into different realms: The Etheric Region, the Desire 

World, the Region of Concrete Thought and the Region of Abstract Thought. 

 

These divisions are not arbitrary, but are necessary because the substance of which they 

are composed obeys different laws. For instance, physical matter is subject to the law of 

gravity, in the Desire World forms levitate as easily as they gravitate. 

 

Man needs various vehicles to function in the different Worlds, as we need a carriage to 

ride on land, a boat at sea and an airship in the air. 

 

We know that we must have a dense body to live in the visible World.Man also has a 

vital body composed of ether, which enables him to sense things around him. He has a 

desire body formed of the materials of the Desire World, which gives him a passionate 

nature and incites him to action. The Mind is formed of the substance of the Region of 

Concrete Thought and acts as a brake upon impulse. It gives purpose to action. The real 

man, the Thinker or Ego, functions in the Region of Abstract Thought, acting upon 

and through its various instruments. 

 

Lecture No. 4 deals with the normal and abnormal conditions of life such as Sleep, 

Dreams, Trance, Hypnotism, Mediumship and Insanity. The previously mentioned 

finer vehicles are all concentric with the dense body in the waking state, when we are 

active in thought, word and deed, but the activities of the day cause the body to grow 

tired and sleepy. 

 

When the wear and tear incident to use of a building has made exhaustive repairs 

necessary, the tenants move out that the workmen may have full scope for restoration. 

So when wear and tear of the day has exhausted the body, it is necessary to restore its 

tone and rhythm. During the night the Ego hovers outside the dense body clothed in 

desire body and mind. Sometimes the Ego only withdraws partially, is half in the body 

and half out, then it sees both the Desire World and the Physical World, but confused as 

in a dream. 

 

Hypnotism is mental assault. The unsuspecting victim is driven out of his body and the 

hypnotist obtains control. 

 

The victims of the hypnotist are released at his death, however, but the medium is not so 

fortunate. Spirit-controls are really invisible hypnotists. Their invisibility gives great 

scope for deception and after death they may take possession of a mediumôs desire 

body, use it for ages, and keep their hapless victim from progressing along the pathway 

of evolution. This latter phase of Mediumship is elucidated in Lecture No. 5, which 

deals with Death and Life in Purgatory. 

 

What we call death is in reality but a shifting of consciousness from one World to 

another. We have a science of birth with trained nurses, obstetricians, antiseptics and 
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every other means of caring for the incoming Ego, but are sorely in need of a science of 

death, for when a friend is passing out of our concrete existence, we stand helplessly 

about, ignorant of how to assist, or worse, we do things which make the passing 

infinitely harder than if we merely stood idly by. Giving stimulants is one of our worst 

offenses against the dying, as it draws the passing spirit into the dense body again with 

the force of a catapult. 

 

After the heart has stopped on account of the partial rupture of the silver cord, (which 

united the higher and lower vehicles of man during sleep and remains unsevered for a 

time varying from a few hours to three and a half days after death), there is still on that 

account a certain feeling if the body is embalmed, opened for post-mortem examination, 

or cremated. The body should therefore be left unmolested, for at that time the passing 

Ego is engaged in reviewing the pictures of its past life (which are seen in a flash by 

drowning persons.) These pictures are impressed daily and hourly upon the ether of the 

vital body as independently of our observation as a detailed picture is impressed upon 

the photographic plate by the ether regardless of whether the photographer observed 

details or not. They form an absolutely true record of our past life, which we may call 

the subconscious memory (or mind), far superior to the view we store in our conscious 

memory (or mind.) 

 

Under the immutable Law of Consequence, which decrees that what we sow we reap, 

the deeds of life are the basis of our existence after death. The panorama of a past life is 

the book of the Recording Angels, who are adjusters of the score we make under the 

Law of Consequence. Review of the life panorama just after death etches the pictures 

into the desire body, which is our normal vehicle in the Desire World, where 

Purgatory and the First Heaven are located. 

The Panorama of life is the basis of purgation of evil in purgatory and assimilation of 

good deeds in the first heaven. It is of the highest importance that this panorama be 

deeply etched into the desire body, for if that impress is deep and clear the Ego will 

suffer more sharply in purgatory and experience a keener joy in the first heaven. This 

feeling will remain as conscience in future lives to impel good action and discourage 

evil deeds. 

 

If the passing spirit is left in peace and quiet to concentrate upon the life-panorama, the 

etching will be clear and sharp, but if the relatives distract his attention by loud 

hysterical lamentations during the first three and one half days when the silver cord is 

yet intact, a shallow or blurred impression will cause the spirit to lose much of the 

lessons which should have been learned. To correct this anomaly the Recording Angels 

are often forced to terminate the next Earth-life in early childhood before the desire 

body has come to birth, as described in Birth  a Four-fold Event (Lecture No. 7), for 

that which has not been quickened cannot die, and so the child goes into the first heaven 

and learns the lessons it did not learn before, and is thus equipped to pass on in Lifeôs 

School. 

As such Egos retain the desire body and mind they had in life where they died as 

children, it often happens that they remember that life, for they only stay out of Earth 

life from one to twenty years. 

 

Suffering in Purgatory arises from two causes: Desires which cannot be gratified or the 

reaction to the pictures of the life panoramaðthe drunkard suffers tortures of Tantalus 

because he has no means of obtaining or retaining drink. The miser suffers because he 



40 
 

lacks the hand to restrain his heirs from squandering his cherished hoard. Thus the Law 

of Consequence purges evil habits until desire has burned itself out. 

 

If we have been cruel, the panorama of life radiates back upon us the pictures of 

ourselves and our victims. Conditions are reversed in purgatory. We suffer as they 

suffered. Thus, in time, we are purged of sin. The coarse desire matter which forms the 

embodiment of evil has been expelled by the centrifugal force of Repulsion in purgatory 

and we retain but the pure and the good which is embodied in subtler desire stuff 

dominated by the centripetal forceðattraction, which amalgamates good in the first 

heaven when the life panorama depicts scenes in our past life where we helped others, 

or where we felt grateful for favors, as described in Lecture No. 6, Life in  Heaven, 

which also deals with our stay in the Second Heaven, located in the Region of Concrete 

Thought. 

 

That is also the realm of tone, as the Desire World is of color, and the Physical World 

of form. Tone, or sound, is the builder of all that is on Earth, as John says: ñIn the 

beginning was the Wordò (sound)ðand the Word was made flesh,ò the flesh of all 

things, ñwithout it was not anything made that was made.ò The mountain, the moss, the 

mouse and the man are all embodiments of this Great Creative Word, which came down 

from heaven. 

 

There the man becomes one with the nature forces. Angels and Archangels teach him to 

build such an environment as he has deserved under the Law of Consequence. If he 

dallied his time away in metaphysical speculation, as do the Hindus, he neglects to build 

a good material environment, and is reborn in an arid land where flood and famine teach 

him to turn his attention to material things. When he focuses his mind on the Physical 

World, aspiring to wealth and material comforts, he will build in Heaven unexcelled 

material environment, a wealthy land with facilities for ease and comfort, as the 

Western World has done. But as we always long for what we lack, the possessions we 

have are satiating us beyond comfort and we are beginning to aspire to the spiritual life 

as the Hindus, our younger brothers, are aspiring now to the material prosperity we are 

leaving behind, as more fully elucidated in Lecture No. 19, The Coming ForceðVril? 

which shows why Hindu Yoga practices are detrimental to Westerners. They being 

behind us in evolution. 

 

When the Ego has helped to build the creative archetype for the environment of its next 

earth-life in the Second Heaven it ascends into the Third Heaven, located in the 

Region of Abstract Thought. But few people have learned to think abstractly, as in 

mathematics; the majority of people are therefore unconscious, as in sleep, waiting for 

the Clock of Destinyðthe stars, to indicate the time when effects engendered by the 

action of past lives can be worked out. When the heavenly time makers, the Sun, Moon 

and planets, have reached a proper position, the Ego wakes and desires a new 

embodiment. 

The Recording Angels look up the record of all our past lives, which is stamped upon 

the super conscious mind each time an Ego withdraws to the third Heaven, as outlined 

in Lecture No. 7, Birth a Fourfold Event.  When there is no particular reason why a 

certain environment should be taken, the Ego has a choice of various embodiments. 

These are shown to it as a panorama giving the great outline of each proposed life, but 

leaving scope for individual freewill in the detail. 
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Once a choice has been made, the Ego is bound to liquidate ripe causes selected by the 

Recording Angels and any attempt to evade that will be frustrated. It should be carefully 

noted that evil is eradicated in Purgatory. Only tendencies remain, to tempt us till we 

have consciously overcome. Thus we are born innocent and at least every evil act is an 

act of free will. 

 

When the Ego descends toward rebirth it gathers the materials for its new bodies, but 

they are not born at the same time. Birth of the vital body inaugurates rapid growth from 

7 to 14, ripening also the propagative faculty. Birth of the desire body at 14 gives rise to 

the impulsive period from 14 to 21. At that age the birth of the mind furnishes a brake 

on impulse and gives a foundation for serious life. 

 
Note:  All references in this article are from  Rosicrucian Christianity Lectures book  written by Max 

Heindel and published by the Rosicrucian Fellowship, Oceanside, CA 

 

- From Rays from the Rose Cross ï A Magazine of Mystic Light, edited by Max Heindel , 1911. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In tune with the Infinite 

United with the all 

Brings a perfect Love 

For all persons great and small. 

Love brings understanding 

Of their problems and their woes. 

Love helps one to see the cause 

Of all their earthly throes. 

Love brings gentle kindness 

A desire to help draw out 

Divine essence from within 

A desire to find a route. 

To help release the imprisoned 

Splendor of each soul, 

A desire to help lift each 

Toward the universal goal. 

Love drives out all fear 

Its only aim --- to give. 

It draws all to itself 

To nurture, love and serve. 

What happens when evil one 

Comes at the loving heart 

And tries to injure it 

And make life from it depart? 

Then Love from the Infinite 

Pours forth in added measure 

To try to bridge the ga`p 

Dividing one from another. 

Until all rejoin the whole 

returned from the Fall 

In tune with the Infinite 

United with the All. 

- Elsa Glover 

http://www.rosicrucian.com/rcl/rcleng01.htm


 

 
 

 

 Membership in The Rosicrucian Fellowship is acquired by completing the twelve 

lessons of the Preliminary Philosophy Course, based on The Rosicrucian Cosmo-

Conception by Max Heindel. By doing this, one becomes a ñRegular Studentò and 

receives a bimonthly letter and lesson from Headquarters. A receipt card is enclosed, to 

be signed and returned to Headquarters so that connection with the spiritual forces of 

the Fellowship may be maintained. This bimonthly lesson does not require written 

answers, for the Student is expected to live his lessons through self-improvement and 

service to others. During this time, he gradually raises his spiritual standard of living, 

practicing self-control, and ñloving, self-forgetting service to others,ò and prepares 

himself for Probationership, for which he may apply after two years as a Regular 

Student. Probationership creates a closer bond with the Teacher and with the Order and 

its great work of healing and educating mankind. 

 

 There are no dues or tuition fees. All expenses of the Fellowship are met by free-

will love offerings and the sale of books. Students have the opportunity to help in this 

great Work as the heart dictates and the means permit. ñAs we give, so shall we 

receive.ò 
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Brother Delmar Domingos de Carvalho ministering a conference on Rosicrucianism in Portugal, in The 
Convent of Christ of Tomar , one of Portugal's most important historical and artistic monuments 
which  has been in the World Heritage list of UNESCO since 1983. 

 
 

 
The Rosicrucian Path involves three major steps of esoteric training. Student, 

Probationer and Disciple, leading to conscious Invisible Helper and building the Christ 

within. Development of invisible bodies and raising of spiritual vibrations and 

developing spiritual faculties that that connects with the invisible worlds beyond the 

five senses. Conscious alchemical transformation on both the visible and invisible 

planes of existence through selfless service to others given freely with love leads to the 

state of the Adept and the Initiatory path to Eternal Life.   

 

   In the Rosicrucian movement the Elder Brothers distinguish between three classes:  

 

  First, STUDENTS, those who are merely studying the Philosophy.  

   People of various denominations enter educational institutions such as Harvard or 

Yale, and study mythology, psychology, and comparative religion there without 
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prejudice to their religious affiliations. Students may enroll with us on the very same 

basis. Anyone is eligible who is not a HYPNOTIST, OR PROFESSIONALLY 

ENGAGED AS A MEDIUM, PALMIST, OR ASTROLOGER.  

   There are a few, a very few, souls, who, from across the centuries, hear the Voice of 

the Rose, and these people knock on the door of the Rosicrucian Fellowship and 

become students. They intensely and deeply desire to know. And that desire is gratified. 

They come to realize that to know their outward self is knowledge, but to know their 

soul is wisdom. Who can calculate the orbit of his soul? 

  The Bible says "Study to show thyself approved unto God. A workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth." And so the Student begins a life 

of visible service whose effect is also demonstrable. We see the difference between the 

uncalled person and the Student, because he begins to reach out to his brother in service. 

The Rosicrucian Fellowship has a gift for the Student. It says, "My child, here is a 

priceless gift for you. It is the Student's Prayer." This prayer is a mantram of great 

power. It is the perfect prayer for the Student. Listen to the words, the words that we 

should repeat daily the rest of our lives to our eternal benefit: "Let the words of my 

mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength 

and my redeemer." Then at some time, in some life, we move on and we call ourselves a 

Probationer.  

 

   Second, PROBATIONERS, who are students but who aspire to firsthand knowledge 

to fit themselves for service. To these, the General Secretary will furnish a pledge 

wherein the aspirant promises HIMSELF faithfully to perform two exercises, to keep a 

daily record of his performance, and send that record monthly to Headquarters.  

The morning exercise , Concentration,  is a mind exercise, and for those who perform it 

faithfully, the result is clairvoyance-the ability not only to see an object, but to see into 

and through it. When contact is made with the archetype of any form, its innermost 

nature becomes known as light and sound. As a probationer, we eventually are able to 

transcend the three-dimensional world, and enter that of the fourth dimension.  

The evening exercise, Retrospection is the gift for the evolving of soul. Retrospection is 

science applied to the spiritual. It was originated by the Elder Brothers to develop the 

latent soul power of wisdom.  

The term of probation is at least five years, and has for its purpose to test the 

earnestness and persistence of the aspirant, and TO GIVE HIM THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO PURIFY HIMSELF BEFORE TAKING UP THE MORE DIRECT METHODS OF 

TRAINING INCIDENT TO DISCIPLESHIP. The report is also designed to be a help to 

the aspirant in the performance of the exercises. It is human nature to want to make as 
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good a showing as possible, and the aspirant will thus try to do better, knowing that his 

work is being inspected. 

 When a person has been a student of the Rosicrucian teachings for at least two years 

and has become so convinced of the verity thereof that he is prepared to sever his 

connection with all other occult or religious orders--THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

AND FRATERNAL ORDERS EXCEPTED--he may assume the Obligation which 

admits him to the degree of Probationer.  

We do not mean to insinuate by the foregoing that all other schools of occultism are of 

no account--far from it. Many roads lead to Rome, but we shall attain with much less 

effort if we follow one of them than if we zigzag from path to path. Our time and energy 

are limited in the first place and are still further curtailed by family and social duties not 

to be neglected for self-development. It is to husband the minimum of energy which we 

may legitimately expend upon ourselves, and to avoid waste of the scanty moments at 

our disposal, that resignation from all other orders is insisted upon by the leaders.  

   The world is an aggregate of opportunities, but to take advantage of any of them we 

must possess efficiency in a certain line of endeavor. Development of our spiritual 

powers will enable us to help or harm our weaker brothers. It is only justifiable when 

efficiency in SERVICE TO HUMANITY IS THE OBJECT.  

   The Rosicrucian method of attainment differs from other systems in one especial 

particular: It aims, even at the start, to emancipate the pupil from dependence upon 

others, to make him SELF-RELIANT in the very highest degree, so that he may be able 

to stand alone under all circumstances and cope with all conditions. Only one who is 

thus strongly poised can help the weak.  

   When a number of people meet in a class or circle for self- development along 

NEGATIVE lines, results are usually achieved in a short time on the principle that it is 

easier to drift with the tide than to breast the current. The medium is not master of his 

actions, however, but a slave of a spirit control. Hence such gatherings must be shunned 

by Probationers.  

   Even classes which meet in positive attitude of mind are not advised by the Elder 

Brothers, because the latent powers of all members are massed and visions of the inner 

worlds obtained by anyone there are partly due to the faculties of others. The heat of 

coal in the center of a fire is enhanced by that of surrounding coals, and the clairvoyant 

produced in a circle, be it ever so positive, is a hothouse plant, too dependent himself to 

be entrusted with the care of others.  

   Therefore each Probationer in the Rosicrucian school performs his exercises in the 

reclusion and privacy of his room. Results may be obtained more slowly by this system, 

but when they appear, they will be manifest as powers cultivated by himself, usable 

independently of all others. Besides, the Rosicrucian methods build character at the 
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same time that they develop spiritual faculties, and thus safeguard the pupil against 

yielding to temptation to prostitute divine powers for material gain.  

   The foregoing does not include giving up the whole time of the candidate to spiritual 

endeavor. If no more time can be given, five minutes in the morning and fifteen minutes 

at night will suffice. In fact, to give up any time to development of spiritual faculties 

which should be used in legitimate material endeavor would be decidedly wrong. We 

must do our full duty in the material world before we may serve in the spiritual realms. 

Whoever is faithless to his earthly duty cannot be expected to be faithful in spiritual 

work.  

   When sixty CONSECUTIVE reports have been sent in the candidate may apply for 

individual instruction, which will be given if possible.  

  A Probationer is one who is on trial, someone who is preparing the self to be ensouled 

by the Christ. And as a Probationer, we assume the responsibility of being 

discriminating in our diet, our garment, and our lifestyle. Being a Probationer does not 

mean that we have shortcuts available to us. It simply means that we take a shorter time 

to accomplish the evolutionary journey.  

  Paul admonishes us, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God" (Rom. 12:1-2).  

The Voice of the Rose comes to us in even greater service. The parting words in the 

morning Chapel service are renewed in our hearts: "May we live a life of service today, 

that will bring us closer to God." From the evening service comes the prayer and 

reminder: "Tonight, while our bodies are peacefully resting in sleep, may we be found 

faithfully working in the vineyard of Christ." As a Probationer, we may become an 

Invisible Helper in Christ's vineyard.  

 

   Third, DISCIPLES, who have completed the term of probation and been accepted by 

the Elder Brothers, are given individual instruction. Tuition is free.  

  To the Disciple the Voice of the Rose speaks of purity, the ability to awaken and lift 

the divine spirit fire. Here we enter the Garden of Gethsemane.  

  There are many lessons to learn, but the two foremost ones are humility and 

forgiveness. During the chemical explosion in Bhopal, Mother Theresa was standing, 

looking at the dying and the dead. When a TV announcer approached and asked her if 

she had anything to say, those who were listening will never forget the spine-tingling 
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feeling when they heard her say one word, "Forgive." What a noble gesture. How it 

raised the spirit. Yet, the thought came to me, how quickly would I be able to respond in 

this Christ-like way? How would I deal with those who do me harm? I had to think 

through the one word of this noble lady. I came to the conclusion that in order to 

forgive, we have to deal with life itself. We have to forgive with our whole being. First, 

we have to identify and acknowledge the hurt. This is the use of mind. Second, we 

cannot bottle up any of the feelings of the hurt. This is the emotion. Third, we have to 

express these feelings in some manner. This is the body. Fourth, we have to forgive 

from the heart. This is spirit. Forgiving is not forgetting. It is important for us to 

remember our lessons and learn from them so we may properly respond to future hurts. 

Christ's words are ever our exalted example: "Father forgive them, for they know not 

what they do." 

  So we see that the Fellowship fosters the Student for preparation, the Probationer for 

purification, and the Disciple for perfection. 

 

 

 

  Beyond the Garden lies the Cross of the Initiate, the Resurrection of the Adept, and the 

Ascension of the Master. The Voice of the Rose calls us to this Way. To move along the 

Path, we need to work on the nine Lesser Mysteries, which are called the Lunar 

Mysteries. The seven centers of the sympathetic nervous system become the roses on 

the cross. We learn to pull the nails in the hands, the feet, the liver, the pituitary body, 

and the pineal gland. The result of this work is extrasensory perception or ESP.  

  At the completion of this work we begin on the Greater Mysteries, of which there are 

four. These are called the Solar Mysteries. We work on the five centers of the cerebral 
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spinal nervous system, and pull the nails of the sex organs, the heart, the larynx, and the 

knee. Did you ever wonder why there has never been a picture of Christ in the Garden 

of Gethsemane where He was not depicted on His knees? Learning the meaning of 

spiritual development as it pertains to the knees is a very important step along the way. 

The result of this work is Christ-consciousness, polarity, the ability to speak the Word, 

and the ability to do astral or out-of-the body traveling.  

 

  The Fellowship looks at you and says "My child, there is one more special gift that we 

have for you. It is this jewel of a Chapel." The two pictures on this west wall indicate 

the three initial steps of the Rosicrucian Way: for the Student, the Probationer, and the 

Disciple.  

 
Jesus in the Temple, 
 Heinrich Hofmann, 1882. 
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It may appear that these pictures were put here by accident, but this is not so. The 

picture on the left shows the boy Jesus in the Temple. The original measures 60 inches x 

80 inches It was painted by Heinrich Hoffman in 1882, and only the head shows here. 

The rest of the picture shows five scholars grouped around the boy. This is considered 

one of the five greatest paintings in the world. The boy Jesus has finished his 

studentship. He is able to go to the Temple and spread the teachings. From the time of 

this picture he faces eighteen years of Probationership. His eyes are fixed upon the 

upper world. His soul body is pictured by the aura, which is a star of light, the result of 

his period of Studentship.  

 

 
Jesus with the Doctors of the Law, Heinrich Hofmann 

 

  The eighteen years of Probationership are the hidden years, the silent years. Those who 

can access the memory of nature can read what happened. 

  Many legends tell us of a young man in Egypt, in India, in China, spreading the 

coming of the New Age and learning how to heal. When He returned at the age of 30, 

he was baptized by John, and He became a Disciple. He was son and servant to the 

Father. His mission was to spread the teachings and to heal the sick. For our legacy, he 

left the Garden of Gethsemane, where we too must kneel in prayer. Not for self, but for 

a world vision, such as we hear in the Voice of the Rose.  
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Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, Heinrich Hoffman 

 

  These pictures have tremendous meaning for us. As we come into the Chapel, they 

should speak to our heart. Everything that we need to know along the Rosicrucian Way 

is between these two pictures.  

 

  We have heard the Voice of the Rose. Now is the time to live it.  

  During the past few years since we first began to disseminate the Rosicrucian 

teachings, they have spread over the whole civilized world. They are studied with 

avidity from the Cape of Good Hope to the Arctic Circle and beyond; they have found 

response in the hearts of all classes of people. They are known in the snow-clad huts of 

Alaska and in government houses where a tropical wind unfurls the British Lion. In the 

capitals of Turkish autocracy and American democracy alike, our adherents may be 

found, all in lively correspondence and close touch with our movement and working for 

promulgation of the deeper truths concerning Life and Being which are helping them.  
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The motto of the Rosicrucian Philosophy is: "A Sane Mind, A Soft Heart, A Sound 

Body". Its keynote is : SERVICE.  

 

 

 
 

 
It is true, that a little philosophy inclineth manõs mind to atheism, but 
depth in phil osophy bringeth men's minds about to religion; for while the 
mind of man looketh upon second causes scattered, it may sometimes 
rest in them, and go no further; but when it beholdeth the chain of them 
confederate, and linked together, it must needs fly to Providence and 
Deity.  
 

Francis Bacon  
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Tell me not in mournful numbers, 

Life is but an empty dream, 

For the soul is dead that slumbers, 

And things are not ehat they seem.  

Life is real, life is earnest, 

And the grave is not its goal. 

Dust thou art, to dust returneth, 

Was not spoken of the soul....  

In the world's great field of battle, 

In the bivouac of life, 

Be not like dumb, driven cattle. 

Be a hero in the strife.  

Trust no future howe'er pleasant. 

Let the dead part bury its dead. 

Act--act in the living present, 

Heart within, and God o'erhead.  

Lives of great men all remind us 

We can make our life sublime, 

And departing, leave behind us 

Footprints on the sands of time--  

Footprints that perhaps another, 

Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

Seeing may take heart again.  

Let us then be up and doing, 

With a heart for any fate; 

Still achieving, still pursuing, 

Learn to labor and to wait.  

 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE HEADQUARTER S OF THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP  

 

Work in the Physical World requires physical means of accomplishment; 

therefore a tract of land was bought in 1911 in the town of Oceanside, ninety 

miles south of Los Angeles, California. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WAS 

SELECTED BECAUSE OF THE ABUNDANCE OF ETHER IN THE 

ATMOSPHERE THERE, AND THIS SPOT WAS FOUND TO BE 

PARTICULARLY FAVORED IN THAT RESPECT.  

   On this commanding site having a wide view of the great Pacific Ocean, of 

snow capped mountains and smiling valleys, we began to establish our 

Headquarters in the latter part of 1911.  




